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Kimbrough: 
To all the nerds out there, keep thinking big ideas.

Shannon: 
To Philia, forever.

WARNING! READ BEFORE USING THIS BOOK

ROCK CLIMBING AND BOULDERING ARE DANGEROUS ACTIVITIES. Rock climbing and bouldering 
are sports with inherent risks. Participating in rock climbing and bouldering may result in injury or death. This 
guidebook is intended as a navigational tool for advanced climbers. This guidebook is a compilation of information 
from many sources, and the authors and publishers make no representations or warranties, expressed or implied, of 
any kind regarding the contents of this book. This book does not give the user the right to access any area described 
within. The user assumes all risks associated with the use of this book and the activities of rock climbing and 
bouldering.

Buy this book or look for new editions & updates:
www.goldenstatebouldering.com

2ǟ�Ρȅȣ�ǦƺΚǓ�ƺǿΡ�ǉȅȖȖǓǉȠǩȅǿșॹ�ȣȒǏƺȠǓșॹ�ǿǓΛ�ЙȖșȠ�ƺșǉǓǿȠșॹ�ȅȖ�ǟȣȖȠǦǓȖ�ǩǿǟȅȖǾƺȠǩȅǿ�ȒǹǓƺșǓ�ǓǾƺǩǹ�
goldenstatebouldering@gmail.com 
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A decade ago, when I was writing the guide to Black Mountain in Southern California 
(where my heart will always live), I thought climbers wanted to buy a bouldering 
guide. I was wrong. Five years ago, I thought climbers wanted to know about boulder 
problems. I was wrong once again. Now I think that, at the deepest level, climbers 
simply want to have a meaningful life. Yes, we buy guidebooks to know more about the 
ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾș�ǩǿ�ȅȖǏǓȖ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǏ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠঀ��ȣȠ�ΛǦΡ�ǦƺΚǓ�ƺǹǹ�ȠǦǓșǓ�ǩǿȠǓȖǾǓǏǩƺȖǩǓșঁ�2ǿ�ȠǦǩș�ǠȣǩǏǓॹ�
we want to speak directly to what matters. 

vǦƺȠ�ǩș�ȠǦǓ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠ�ȅǟ�ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠঁ�/ȅΛ�ǏȅǓș�ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠ�ǦǓǹȒ�Ρȅȣ�ǹǩΚǓ�ΡȅȣȖ�
ǈǓșȠ�ǹǩǟǓঁ�2�ǦƺΚǓ�ǈǓǓǿ�ƺșǷǩǿǠ�ȠǦǩș�ȕȣǓșȠǩȅǿ�ǟȅȖ�ΡǓƺȖșॹ�ƺǿǏ�2�ƺǹΛƺΡș�șǓǓǾ�Ƞȅ�
ǈǓ�ЙǿǏǩǿǠ�ǿǓΛ�ƺǿșΛǓȖșॹ�ǦǩǏǏǓǿ�ǈǓǿǓƺȠǦ�ƺ�ȒǩǹǓ�ȅǟ�ǉȅǿǉǓȒȠș�ȠǦƺȠ�2�ǿǓΚǓȖ�

noticed before. While writing this guide, we asked climbers, over and over, what they 
ȠǦȅȣǠǦȠ�ȠǦǓ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠ�ȅǟ�ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠ�Λƺșঀ�eǦǓǩȖ�ƺǿșΛǓȖș�ƺȖǓ�ǏǩΚǓȖșǓॹ�ƺǿǏ�Ρȅȣ�ǉƺǿ�ЙǿǏ�ȠǦǓǾ�
throughout. Just look for the marker.

We believe that meaning in climbing isn’t given to us. It is something that we create. We 
ǦȅȒǓ�ȠǦǩș�ǠȣǩǏǓ�ǩǿșȒǩȖǓș�Ρȅȣ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǏ�ǿǓΛ�ΛƺΡș�ȅǟ�ȖǓǹƺȠǩǿǠ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ȖȅǉǷșॹ�Ƞȅ�ǦƺΚǓ�ǿǓΛ�ǩǏǓƺșॹ�
and perhaps even to expand the limits of your imagination. Our experiences are the 
raw materials that we use to make sense out of this absurd, often dirty, highly contrived 
thing called climbing. 

This guide is a product of its time. You will see many photos of me and Shannon – too 
many for our taste – but this is what happen when a global pandemic makes climbing 
together more dangerous, for once, than climbing alone. We had many solitary days at 
the rocks, on our computers, drawing maps and inventing new ways of describing the 
same basic thing. A rock, with some holds, and a path to climb up. 

�ȅȣǹǏ�2�ǦƺΚǓ�ΛȖǩȠȠǓǿ�ȠǦǩș�ǈȅȅǷ�ΛǩȠǦȅȣȠ�^Ǧƺǿǿȅǿঁ�EƺΡǈǓॹ�ǈȣȠ�ǩȠ�ΛȅȣǹǏ�ǦƺΚǓ�ǈǓǓǿ�ƺ�
МǩǾșΡ�ΚǓȖșǩȅǿ�ȅǟ�ǩȠșǓǹǟॹ�ƺș�ǩǟ�ǉȅȣǿȠǩǿǠ�ȠǦǓ�ǿȣǾǈǓȖ�ȅǟ�șȠȖǩȒǓș�ȅǿ�ƺ�ȠǩǠǓȖ�ǩǿ�ΡȅȣȖ�ǏȖǓƺǾșঀ�
Nothing would have made as much sense. I am the philosopher and she is the scientist, 
ƺǿǏ�ȠǦȖȅȣǠǦ�ȅȣȖ�ǏΡǿƺǾǩǉॹ�ȅȣȖ�ǩǹǹেǏǓЙǿǓǏ�ǩǏǓƺș�ȠƺǷǓ�ǟȅȖǾ�ƺș�ǩǿǷ�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�ȒƺǠǓঀ�^Ǧƺǿǿȅǿঢ়ș�
ЙǿǠǓȖș�ǦƺΚǓ�ǈǓǓǿ�ȅǿ�ǓΚǓȖΡ�ΛȅȖǏॹ�ǓΚǓȖΡ�ȠȅȒȅॹ�ƺǿǏ�ǓΚǓȖΡ�ȒǦȅȠȅঀ�2ǟ�ȠǦǓȖǓ�ǩș�șȅǾǓȠǦǩǿǠ�Ρȅȣ�
particularly like in this guide, she deserves equal credit.

�Ƞ�ЙȖșȠॹ�@Ǔȅ�Λƺș�ȅǿǹΡ�ǠȅǩǿǠ�Ƞȅ�ǏǓșǩǠǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǩǿșǩǏǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ǉȅΚǓȖঀ�^ǹȅΛǹΡॹ�ȅǿǓ�ǩǹǹȣșȠȖƺȠǩȅǿ�ƺȠ�ƺ�
time, his art expanded until the guide was infused with Leo’s surreal perspective. Does 
ǦǓ�ƺǹΛƺΡș�șǓǓ�ȠǦǓ�ΛȅȖǹǏ�ȠǦǩș�ΛƺΡঁ�2ǟ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖ�ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾș�ƺȖǓ�ȠǦǓ�ǈȅǿǓș�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ǠȣǩǏǓ�ƺǿǏ�
philosophy is the brain, Leo’s illustrations are its soul. 

If I may speak on behalf of all of us, we hope you enjoy this book and that it helps you 
get outside, to the rocks, where life seems to make more sense. Climbing has poured joy 
ǩǿȠȅ�ȅȣȖ�ǦǓƺȖȠșॹ�ƺǿǏ�ǓΚǓȖΡ�șȅ�ȅǟȠǓǿॹ�ΛǦǓǿ�ЙǹǹǓǏ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ǈȖǩǾॹ�ǩȠ�șȒǩǹǹș�ȅΚǓȖ�ȠǦǓ�șǩǏǓঀ�|ȅȣ�
are reading the result. If you experience the feeling of wonder or a touch of the sublime, 
even just once, that means that we did something right. 

Onwards,
Kimbrough

Meaning 
-of-

Climbing

Foreward

Photo: Joshua LaCunha
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often agree around other subjective issues, such as 
good wine, good art, or good music. Let’s look at 
the story (or should we call it a myth) that climbing 
grades are the result of community consensus. 
eǦǓ�ȒȖȅǉǓșș�ǟȅȖ�ǠȖƺǏǩǿǠ�ǩș�ǟƺȖ�ǹǓșș�ǏǓЙǿǩȠǩΚǓ�
or comprehensive than you might think. For 
established problems, it’s customary for members of 
ȠǦǓ�ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠ�ǉȅǾǾȣǿǩȠΡ�Ƞȅ�ǦƺΚǓ�ǏǩАǓȖǓǿȠ�ǩǏǓƺș�ȅǿ�
grades. Take the Great Stone Face in Berkeley. Is it 
tࢸ�ȅȖ�tঁࢹ�XǓȖǦƺȒș�ǓΚǓǿ�ǦƺȖǏǓȖঁ�@ȅǉƺǹ�ǉǹǩǾǈǓȖș�ƺȖǓ�
split on this. There is no “consensus” to fall back on, 
and in the end, we exerted our authorial discretion 
and gave it the grade we think is appropriate and 
consistent with the rest of the climbs in the book. 
The point is that, even when there is a community 
conversation about a grade, such as on 8a.nu, 
Mountain Project, or KAYA, it rarely ends in 
agreement.

That being said, this is a strange way to start the 
discussion of grades. Most of the time we don’t 
even have this type of community conversation. 
A more common story is something like this: A 
ЙȖșȠ�ƺșǉǓǿșǩȅǿǩșȠ�ȒȣȠș�ȣȒ�ƺ�ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾ�ƺǿǏ�ȒȖȅȒȅșǓș�
a grade. A handful of people climb it. Maybe they 
disagree, maybe they don’t. The guidebook author 
walks up, climbs it, and gives it a grade of their own. 
Maybe they agree with everyone else, but then again, 
ǾƺΡǈǓ�ǿȅȠঀ��ǩȠǦǓȖ�ΛƺΡॹ�ΛǓ�ЙǿǏ�ȅȣȖșǓǹΚǓș�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�șƺǾǓ�
position as before. Guidebook authors, mad with 
power, imposing grades on everyone else. 

You might think we’re being too hard on ourselves. 
We’re the experts, you think. We’ve written multiple 
ǠȣǩǏǓșॹ�șȅ�ΛǦȅ�ǈǓȠȠǓȖ�Ƞȅ�ǓΚƺǹȣƺȠǓ�ȠǦǓ�ǏǩГǉȣǹȠΡ�
ȅǟ�ƺ�ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾঁ�EƺΡǈǓ�Ρȅȣ�ƺǹșȅ�ƺǏǏ�șȅǾǓȠǦǩǿǠ�Ƞȅ�
ȠǦǓ�ǓАǓǉȠ�ȠǦƺȠॹ�ȅǟ�ǉȅȣȖșǓॹ�ΛǓ�șǦȅȣǹǏǿঢ়Ƞ�ǹǩșȠǓǿ�Ƞȅ�
random climbers who don’t have the same level of 
experience. While we appreciate the support, our 

Climbing grades are messed up. They’re biased, 
sexist and overall, no good. They feed the ego 
and turn climbing into a numbers game. There is 
nothing worse than having grades, except perhaps 
not having them.

As a short climber, Shannon quickly learned to 
never attribute much to grades. Kim’s relationship 
with grades has changed over the years. For 
ȖǓƺșȅǿș�ΛǓঢ়ǹǹ�ǠǓȠ�ǩǿȠȅ�șǦȅȖȠǹΡॹ�Ǧǩș�ЙȖșȠ�ǠȣǩǏǓॹ��ǹƺǉǷ�
Mountain Bouldering, has no grades, just colors 
that correspond to grade ranges. He stands by his 
reasons for rejecting grades, and yet here we are, 
writing another book, this one full of V-numbers. 
For a moment, allow us to undermine ourselves a 
bit. Grades, including the ones in this book, should 
be largely ignored because they are conceptually 
confused and socially biased.

I. Conceptually Messed Up

First, the conceptual mistake. Grades are supposed 
to be an objective measure of a subjective experience, 
ƺ�ǾǓƺșȣȖǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ǏǩГǉȣǹȠΡ�ƺ�ǉǹǩǾǈǓȖ�ǓΠȒǓȖǩǓǿǉǓș�
while sending a boulder problem. Clearly, each 
ȒǓȖșȅǿ�Λǩǹǹ�ǦƺΚǓ�ƺ�ǏǩАǓȖǓǿȠ�ǓΠȒǓȖǩǓǿǉǓ�ΛǦǩǹǓ�
climbing based on fairly static factors such as height, 
wingspan, body composition, and hand size. The list 
could go on. Even in principle it is not possible for a 
single number to accurately capture such a diversity 
of experiences. One person’s comfortable pinch is 
another person’s forced sloper. As it turns out, far 
from being objective, grades are subjective through 
and through. Attributing grades as an objective 
truth is a falsehood that hurts Shannon’s analytical 
brain. Please stop.

II. Consensus is a Myth

You might be thinking that it’s still possible to come 
to a consensus around a shared experience. People 

minds go back to the conceptual point above. We 
aren’t expressing a false humility – we like to think 
that we’re damn good at writing guidebooks – but 
we aren’t able to do the impossible. No one can put 
one objective number on something as subjective 
ƺǿǏ�ΚƺȖǩƺǈǹǓ�ƺș�ȠǦǓ�ǏǩГǉȣǹȠΡ�ȅǟ�ƺ�ȖȅǉǷ�ǉǹǩǾǈঀ�

III. Dudely Bias

The subjectivity of climbing grades allows all sorts 
of biases to creep in. Recall the usual process for 
ǓșȠƺǈǹǩșǦǩǿǠ�ǠȖƺǏǓșॸ���ЙȖșȠ�ƺșǉǓǿșǩȅǿǩșȠ�ȒȖȅȒȅșǓș�
ƺ�ǠȖƺǏǓॹ�ƺǿǏ�ƺ�ǠȣǩǏǓǈȅȅǷ�ƺȣȠǦȅȖ�șȅǹǩǏǩЙǓș�ǩȠ�ǈΡ�
ȒȣȠȠǩǿǠ�ǩȠ�ǩǿ�ȒȖǩǿȠঀ�^ȅॹ�ΛǦȅ�ǩș�ǓșȠƺǈǹǩșǦǩǿǠ�'�șঁ�
Out of 1,600 problems in this guide, 6 were FA’d 
ǈΡ�ƺ�ΛȅǾƺǿঀ�KǷॹ�șȅ�ΛǦȅ�ǩș�ΛȖǩȠǩǿǠ�ȠǦǓ�ǠȣǩǏǓǈȅȅǷșঁ�
Nationally, 95% of guidebooks since the 1970s 
have been written by men, and this 
ǿȣǾǈǓȖ�ǩșǿঢ়Ƞ�șȠƺȠǩșȠǩǉƺǹǹΡ�ǏǩАǓȖǓǿȠ�
now than it was in the 80s.* 

This puts us in a situation where 
women are almost entirely absent 
ǟȖȅǾ�ȠǦǓ�ǹǩșȠ�ȅǟ�ЙȖșȠ�ƺșǉǓǿșǩȅǿǩșȠșॹ�
and nationally, women are a small 
minority of the guidebook authors. 
As a result, men are overrepresented 
in the tiny group of climbers 
ȠǦƺȠ�Ǧƺș�ȠǦǓ�ǹƺȖǠǓșȠ�ǩǿМȣǓǿǉǓ�
over grading problems. This is 
why we call them dude grades. They are grades 
predominantly made by dudes, that best capture 
the subjective experience of dudes, and that are then 
overwhelmingly recorded by dudes. This explains 
one of the reasons that grades seem objective to 
some of us, because they do a decent enough job of 
ǉƺȒȠȣȖǩǿǠ�ȠǦǓ�ǏǩГǉȣǹȠΡ�ȅǟ�ǉǹǩǾǈș�ǟȅȖ�ΡȅȣȖ�ƺΚǓȖƺǠǓ�
man. For other groups, however, they don’t fair as 
well. Shannon is just over 5 feet tall. She has done 
V10s, and yet there are V2s she will never do. Is this 
ǈǓǉƺȣșǓ�șǦǓ�ǩș�ǈƺǏ�ƺȠ�ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠঁ�FȅȒǓঀ��ȅ�ȖƺǿǏȅǾ�
ǏȣǏǓș�ǴȣǏǠǓ�ǦǓȖ�ǟȅȖ�ǟƺǹǹǩǿǠ�ȅА�ȖǓƺǉǦΡ�ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾșঁ�|ȅȣ�
ǈǓȠঀ�eǦǩș�ǩș�ǈǓǉƺȣșǓ�ƺ�ǏǩАǓȖǓǿȠ�șȅȖȠ�ȅǟ�ȒǓȖșȅǿ�ǾƺǏǓ�
the grades. It’s as if Shannon were wearing oversized 
shoes. They would be very useful for a larger person, 
ǈȣȠ�ǩǿ�ǦǓȖ�ǉƺșǓॹ�șǦǓঢ়ș�ȒȖȅǈƺǈǹΡ�ǈǓȠȠǓȖ�ȅА�ǈƺȖǓǟȅȅȠঀ�

^ȅॹ�ǩș�ȠǦǩș�ǠȣǩǏǓǈȅȅǷ�ǟȣǹǹ�ȅǟ�ǏȣǏǓ�ǠȖƺǏǓșঁ�|Ǔșॻ�eǦƺȠঢ়ș�
what the V-scale is. There is no reforming it, and this 
is the main reason that Black Mountain Bouldering 
didn’t include grades. Grades are eternally, 
hopelessly dudely. 

Dude
     Grades IV. Be Your Own God

vǦƺȠ�ǩș�ȠǦǓ�șȅǹȣȠǩȅǿঁ�eƺǷǓ�ȠǦǓ�ǠȖƺǏǓș�ΛǓ�ǦƺΚǓ�
attributed to boulder problems in this guidebook 
as a starting point, that is all. They certainly 
don’t capture anything objective about a boulder 
problem. If you can’t do a problem, it doesn’t 
necessarily mean you’re bad at climbing. Don’t get 
us wrong, maybe you are bad at climbing. We don’t 
know you like that. All we are saying is that you 
shouldn’t use the V-scale as a metric for measuring 
your self-worth, especially if you aren’t an average 
sized man.

There you go, now you have our rigorous argument 
against grades. Knowing how biased the grading 
șǉƺǹǓ�ǩșॹ�ΛǓ�ǦȅȒǓ�Ρȅȣ�ǿȅΛ�ǟǓǓǹ�ǈǓȠȠǓȖ�ǴȣșȠǩЙǓǏ�ǩǿ�

rejecting it entirely. In fact, you 
could probably improve this book 
with a sharpie by crossing out all 
the grades or writing new ones 
in yourself. Be like Nietzsche. 
Create your own system of values. 
Overcome yourself. Embrace the 
eternal recurrence and become a yes-
sayer. Gaze into the abyss and laugh 
as it also gazes back into you. 

(ȅȠ�ȠǦƺȠ�ȅȣȠ�ȅǟ�ΡȅȣȖ�șΡșȠǓǾঁ�(ȅȅǏঀ�
We hope you use this book to have 

fun and not take grades too seriously. Continue 
criticizing grades (lord knows they deserve it), but 
always remember the true villain is not grades, nor 
ȠǦǓ�ЙȖșȠ�ƺșǉǓǿșǩȅǿǩșȠș�ȅȖ�ȠǦǓ�ǠȣǩǏǓǈȅȅǷ�ƺȣȠǦȅȖșঀ�
The systems that gives rise to dude grades form 
the bedrock of the issue. To some extent we are 
reinforcing them by writing this guidebook. 
�ΚǓȖΡȠǦǩǿǠ�ΛǓ�Ǐȅॹ�ǓΚǓȖΡȠǦǩǿǠ�ΛǓ�ȠǦǩǿǷॹ�ƺГȖǾș�
existing power structures, and this guide is no 
ǏǩАǓȖǓǿȠঀ�vǓ�Ǐȅǿঢ়Ƞ�ǦƺΚǓ�ƺ�șȅǹȣȠǩȅǿ�ȅȖ�ƺ�ΛƺΡ�ȅȣȠ�ȅǟ�
this bind. We’ve tried various things, but always 
ǉȅǾǓ�ǈƺǉǷ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ǩǏǓƺ�ȠǦƺȠ�șȠƺȖȠǓǏ�ȅА�ȠǦǩș�ȒǩǓǉǓঀ�
(ȖƺǏǓș�ƺȖǓ�ȠǦǓ�ΛȅȖșȠॹ�ǈȣȠ�ǿȅȠ�ǦƺΚǩǿǠ�ǠȖƺǏǓșঁ�eǦƺȠ�
might be worse still. 

*Based on Kimbrough’s 2016 survey of all climbing 

guides for sale at REI.com. If you happen to do an 

updated study with a greater sample size, please send us 

your results.

KNOWING HOW 
BIASED THE 

GRADING SCALE IS, 
WE HOPE YOU NOW 
FEEL BETTER JUSTIFIED 

IN REJECTING IT 
ENTIRELY. 



28 29 ·  INTRODUCTION

THE PROBLEM WITH PROBLEM NAMES
FƺǾǓș�ƺȖǓ�ǉȅȅǹॹ�ƺǿǏ�ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾ�ǿƺǾǓș�ǦƺΚǓ�ƺǿ�ǓǾȅȠǩȅǿƺǹ�șǩǠǿǩЙǉƺǿǉǓ�ȠǦƺȠঢ়ș�ǦƺȖǏ�Ƞȅ�ƺȖȠǩǉȣǹƺȠǓঀ�XǓȖǦƺȒș�ǩȠঢ়ș�ǈǓșȠ�ǟǓǹȠ�
through their absence. Who hasn’t struggled on a boulder problem only to learn it’s yet another unnamed slab, 
ƺȒȒƺȖǓǿȠǹΡ�Ƞȅȅ�ȠȖǩΚǩƺǹ�ƺǿǏ�ǩǿșǩǠǿǩЙǉƺǿȠ�ǟȅȖ�ƺǿΡȅǿǓ�Ƞȅ�ǈȅȠǦǓȖ�ǿƺǾǩǿǠঁ��ǿǏ�ΡǓȠॹ�ȣǿǿƺǾǓǏ�ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾș�ǉƺǿ�ǈǓ�ǟȣǿॹ�
hard, and worthy of respect. There are three issues we encountered with names in this book, and while we don’t 
know if we’ve made the right decisions on any of them, we can at least explain our reasoning and our intentions. 

Unnamed Problems: There are hundreds of unnamed problems in this guide. The role that names play in the 
ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠ�ǉȅǾǾȣǿǩȠΡ�Ǧƺș�ǉǦƺǿǠǓǏ�ȅΚǓȖ�ȠǩǾǓঀ��ƺǉǷ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓࢱࢸ�șॹ�ΛǦǓǿ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖǩǿǠ�Λƺș�șȠƺȖȠǩǿǠ�Ƞȅ�ȠƺǷǓ�ȅА�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ��ƺΡ�
�ȖǓƺॹ�ȠǦǓȖǓ�Λƺș�ƺǿ�ǓșȠƺǈǹǩșǦǓǏ�ǉȣǹȠȣȖǓ�ȅǟ�ǿƺǾǩǿǠ�ȖȅȒǓǏ�ǉǹǩǾǈșॹ�ǈȣȠ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖ�ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾș�ΛǓȖǓ�ǏǩАǓȖǓǿȠঀ��ȅȣǹǏǓȖǩǿǠ�
Λƺș�ǉȅǿșǩǏǓȖǓǏ�ȠȖƺǩǿǩǿǠॹ�ǿȅȠ�ȠǦǓ�șǓȖǩȅȣș�șȠȣАॹ�ǦƺȖǏǹΡ�ȖǓƺǹ�ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠ�ƺȠ�ƺǹǹঀ�2ǿ�ȠǦǩș�ȒǓȖǩȅǏॹ�ǾȅșȠ�ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾș�ΛǓȖǓ�ǹǓǟȠ�
unnamed, and when they were named, it was usually descriptive (e.g. Nat’s Traverse�Λƺș�ЙȖșȠ�ǉǹǩǾǈǓǏ�ǈΡ�FƺȠ�
Smale, water runs down The Watercourse, The Pegboard was used for training, etc.). This changed slowly (e.g. The 

Impossible Wall was established in 1980), and by the 90s, boulder problems were regularly getting names like their 
roped counterparts (e.g. Deforestation, Santa Cruz Dudes, and Hoop Dreams). Today, almost all new problems get 
a name, no matter how easy, obscure, or downright chossy (e.g. The Secrets were developed in the 90s and 00s). 

The point is that unnamed problems are themselves a part of the history of the area. Because of this, we have 
generally left problems unnamed if that’s how they’ve been forever. Occasionally we have given these problems 
descriptive names (e.g. Magoo Warm Up at Castle Rock). Other times, an unnamed problem gets named years 
later, or even decades later. We have generally not added these late bloomers, but we made exceptions when a name 
șǓǓǾǓǏ�ǓșȒǓǉǩƺǹǹΡ�ЙȠȠǩǿǠ�ȅȖ�ΛǦǓǿ�ƺ�ǿǓΛ�ǿƺǾǓ�șǓǓǾș�Ƞȅ�ǈǓ�ǉƺȠǉǦǩǿǠ�ȅǿ�শǓঀǠঀ��ǲȸǲȵȿȈϫǨǙȿȈȤȞ at Castle Rock). 

Multiple Names: It’s not uncommon for problems to accumulate multiple names over the years. Groundation is 
also the Yabo Problem. You are just as likely to hear The Seam as Worm Drive. The Fryeball and Red Monster are 
equally valid. There isn’t a single reason for this. Sometimes names get forgotten or lost. Sometimes a consensus 
on a name never forms, so two names have an equal claim. Sometimes a name gets added by a guidebook author 
and it takes a while to catch on. In all of these cases, we have tried to include all of the known names.

Offensive Names:�eǦǓ�ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠ�ǉȅǾǾȣǿǩȠΡ�ǩș�ǩǿ�ƺ�ǈǩȠ�ȅǟ�ƺ�ȕȣƺǿǏƺȖΡ�ƺȖȅȣǿǏ�ȅАǓǿșǩΚǓ�ǿƺǾǓșঀ��ȅ�ΛǓ�ȖǓșȒǓǉȠ�
ȠǦǓ�ǦǩșȠȅȖΡ�ƺǿǏ�ǷǓǓȒ�ȠǦǓ�ȅАǓǿșǩΚǓ�ǿƺǾǓșॹ�ȅȖ�Ǐȅ�ΛǓ�ǉǦƺǿǠǓ�ȠǦǓ�ǿƺǾǓș�Ƞȅ�ȖǓșȒǓǉȠ�ȅȣȖ�ǉȣȖȖǓǿȠ�ΚƺǹȣǓșঁ�vǓ�ǦƺΚǓ�ȠƺǷǓǿ�
inspiration from the rangers at Mount Tamalpais State Park. They have a similar struggle – how to explain the 
ǦǩșȠȅȖΡ�ȅǟ�EȅȣǿȠ�eƺǾƺǹȒƺǩș�ΛǦǓǿ�ȠǦǓ�ȅГǉǩƺǹ�ȒǹƺȕȣǓș�ƺǿǏ�ǹǩȠǓȖƺȠȣȖǓ�ȅǿǹΡ�ȠǓǹǹ�ȠǦǓ�ǦǩșȠȅȖΡ�ȠǦȖȅȣǠǦ�ƺ�șǾƺǹǹ�ǠȖȅȣȒ�ȅǟ�
ΛǦǩȠǓ�ǾǓǿঀ�eǦǓǩȖ�ǩǿǠǓǿǩȅȣș�șȅǹȣȠǩȅǿ�ǩș�Ƞȅ�ƺǿǿȅȠƺȠǓ�ȠǦǓ�ȅГǉǩƺǹ�ǹǩȠǓȖƺȠȣȖǓ�ǩǿ�ȅȖǏǓȖ�Ƞȅ�ȠǓǹǹ�ƺ�ǾȅȖǓ�ǉȅǾȒǹǓȠǓ�ǦǩșȠȅȖΡঀ�
[ǓșȅȣȖǉǓǟȣǹ�ƺș�ȠǦǓΡ�ƺȖǓॹ�Ρȅȣ�ǉƺǿ�ǿȅΛ�șǓǓ�ȠǦǓǩȖ�ƺǏǏǩȠǩȅǿș�ȅǿ�șȠǩǉǷΡ�ǿȅȠǓș�ǩǿ�ȅГǉǩƺǹ�ǏǩșȒǹƺΡșঀ�

Fortunately, compared to many other climbing areas in the country, there are relatively few boulder problems 
ΛǩȠǦ�ȅАǓǿșǩΚǓ�ǿƺǾǓșঀ��ǟȠǓȖ�ǉȅȣǿȠǹǓșș�ǉȅǿΚǓȖșƺȠǩȅǿș�ΛǩȠǦ�ǉǹǩǾǈǓȖșॹ�ΛǦǩǹǓ�ΛȅȖǷǩǿǠ�ǩǿ�ǉȅǿǴȣǿǉȠǩȅǿ�ΛǩȠǦ�ȠǦǓ�
����ॹ�ΛǓ�ǦƺΚǓ�ǏǩΚǩǏǓǏ�ȅАǓǿșǩΚǓ�ǿƺǾǓș�ǩǿȠȅ�ȠΛȅ�ǉƺȠǓǠȅȖǩǓșঀ�

Slurs - We have shortened or changed the names of these.
 •   Fever at Mortar Rock, shortened from Jungle Fever�ΛǩȠǦ�ȠǦǓ�ǈǹǓșșǩǿǠ�ȅǟ�^ǉȅȠȠ�'ȖΡǓॹ�ȠǦǓ�ЙȖșȠ�ƺșǉǓǿșǩȅǿǩșȠঀ�vǓ�

have also changed the names of the low start and a handful of variations.
 •   Invasion at Indian Rock in the South Bay, shortened from Asian Invasion. It’s complicated because we’ve 
ǦǓƺȖǏ�ȠǦƺȠ�ȠǦǓ�ЙȖșȠ�ƺșǉǓǿșǩȅǿǩșȠ�Λƺș��șǩƺǿ�শƺǹȠǦȅȣǠǦ�ΛǓ�Ǐȅǿঢ়Ƞ�ǷǿȅΛ�ΛǦȅ�ǓΠƺǉȠǹΡষॹ�ǾƺǷǩǿǠ�ȠǦǩș�ƺ�ǉƺșǓ�ȅǟ�
reappropriation. Still, many of the people who will be using the name are not Asian, so we’ve shortened it. 

•   Heel Hooker Traverse at Mount Tamalpais. Changed to Heel Hook Traverse to remove the slur. 
•   High Heeled Hooker at Mount Tamalpais. Changed to Don’t Hate My Heels to remove the slur. This is also 

the name of an award-winning local zine written by sex workers to educate loved ones about stigma. 

The Rest - We have left these names, but have commentary.
 •   Bitch at Goat Rock. We have added our own commentary next to the problem. 
 •   Fingerbang at the Biddles. The name is crass, but in the spirit of sex positivity, we have left it as is. 
 •   (ǓǿȅǉǩǏǓ�[ȅǉǷ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�EƺȖǩǿ�/ǓƺǏǹƺǿǏșঀ�vǓ�ǦƺΚǓǿঢ়Ƞ�ǈǓǓǿ�ƺǈǹǓ�Ƞȅ�ЙǠȣȖǓ�ȅȣȠ�ΛǦǓȖǓ�ȠǦǩș�ǿƺǾǓ�ǉƺǾǓ�ǟȖȅǾॹ�
ǈȣȠ�ȠǦǓ�ЙȖșȠ�ȣșǓ�ΛǓ�ǉƺǿ�ЙǿǏ�ǩș�ǩǿ�EƺȖǉ�=ǓǿșǓǿșঢ়șࢹࢹࢺࢲ��ǠȣǩǏǓॹ�Bouldering, Buildering, and Climbing in the 

San Francisco Bay Region. Since the problem doesn’t seem to be commenting on genocide, we are calling it 
the Headlands Boulder, another name that is common among climbers.

 •   Nature Nazi at Indian Rock. We have added our own commentary next to the area description. 
•   Peeping Tom & Peeping Tom Traverse at Mickey’s Beach. We have expressed our disapproval of this name on 

a nude beach in the problem description. It’s creepy.

We’re writing this page just a few days before going to press, and we don’t know where to begin. After completing 
a book with hundreds of problem descriptions, snippets of philosophy, semi-rants, metaphors for life, and jokes 
that range from bad to okay, we seem to have run out of words. Through the process of writing this guide, 
we have been supported by a whole community of climbers, land managers, artists, and photographers. Our 
strongest praise would inevitably be an understatement. Know that behind each of the people we name is sincere 
and heartfelt appreciation.

Leo Popovic, we think your fantasy world is every bit as real as the one we live and breath in. We’ve always needed 
your watercolor kraken, we just didn’t know it yet.

Much love to all the guidebook authors who came before us, including Chris Summit, Tresa Black, Jim 
Thornburg, Clay Breitweiser, Marc Jensen, and Bruce Morris. Where would Bay Area climbing be without 
Ρȅȣঁ�

It’s rare for someone to read a climbing guide cover to cover, but our copy editor team did just that: Gary 
(ȅǹǏЙǿǠǓȖ, Wade Clark,�tǹƺǏ�^ȅЙΡǓΚ, and Zeke Lam. Jordan Torres also popped in for content edits in the 
introductions. We would have a messed up, typo-ridden, less-good book without each of you.

Many local volunteer organizations helped tremendously, and of course, they’re nothing without their 
volunteers. Thank you to Peter Monks and Nanda Guruswamy of the Bay Area Climbers Coalition for the 
many conversations about access and inclusion. Elliott Nguyen�ȅǟ�XƺȖƺ�ǹǩА/ƺǿǠǓȖș�ǦǓǹȒǓǏ�ȅȒǓǿ�ȅȣȖ�ǾǩǿǏș�
to new ways of thinking about accessibility at the boulders. We appreciate the way Tyler Poston and Jay Louie 
are holding it down with Queer Crush. Go California Climbing! Zeke Lam, we’re counting on you to get Cal 
students out of the books and onto the rocks. Tim Transon of C.R.A.G.S. hopped in at the last minute to give 
feedback on the inland areas. 

Meagan Martin, Kevin Jorgeson, and Peter Monks, thanks for hyping us up on the back cover of the book.

For the history, we leaned on people who were there: Susan Patenaude, Nate Bartley, Ben Polanco, Mike 
Papciak, and Harrison Dekker. You remember what it was like before gyms, Instagram, and the Olympics.  
Analise Van Hoang shared the current vibe with all these old timers.  

Plato famously argued for a philosopher king to lead us toward virtue, but I’m happy with my group of 
philosopher climbers: Bas van Fraassen, Matt McCormick, and Bill Ramsey. Natasha Barnes also lent us her 
ideas in an article on training, while Chatz of Love laid down some truth about sex work. 

^ȒǓƺǷǩǿǠ�ȅǟ�ȒǦǩǹȅșȅȒǦǓȖșॹ�ǿȅ�ȅǿǓ�ǓǹșǓ�Ǧƺș�ǩǿМȣǓǿǉǓǏ�ȅȣȖ�ȠǦǩǿǷǩǿǠ�ƺș�ǾȣǉǦ�ƺș�Eric Schwitzgebel and Justin 
Tiwald. You have taught us how to talk to humans about abstract, complicated, and nuanced ideas. You’re nerdy  
AF in the best kind of way, and you pushed the limits of our imagination.

All the best photos came from one of these amazing photographers, and they help make the guide look so soft 
on the eyes: Anthony Lapomardo, Hilary Maloney, Paulina Dao, Shaun Welsh, Bruce Morris, Mary 
Mecklenburg, Carlo Traversi, Adam Long, and Josh LaCunha.

Everyone in this group took a chance and shared their thoughts on the meaning of climbing. It’s a brave thing 
to do, so a round of applause for the deep thinkers in the room: Ethan Pringle, Jennifer Vuong, Tyler Lamb, 
Jose David, Jorge Portillo, Andy Rini, Chris Wessels, Donald Huang, David Tran, Grace O’Connell, 
Vanessa Vun, Vishaal Agartha, Reilly Savage, Kate Yachuk, Emilia Burkhart, Daniel Fineman, Savannah 
Bergquist, Vikas Argatha, Nathan Seidman, Aditya Venkataraman, Mia Campanelli,�(ƺȖΡ�(ȅǹǏЙǿǠǓȖ, 
Zeke Lam, Noah Chavez, and Damien Verrett.

Research! There was so much of it that needed to be done, and we had plenty of support: Mateo Bekemeier, 
Milo Timberlake, Joel Ruscher, Connor Laine, Ryan Moon, Zacharias Miller, Vikas Agartha, Nilo Batle, 
Zacharias Miller, and Jeremey Meigs.

The community goes on and on. Thank you to the anonymous contributors on Mountain Project. For many of 
the areas in this book, Mountain Project has been the best source of information. And to all those who have put 
ȣȒ�ƺ�ЙȖșȠ�ƺșǉǓǿȠ�শȅȖ�ƺ�ȠǦȅȣșƺǿǏঀঀঀ�ΛǓঢ়ȖǓ�ǹȅȅǷǩǿǠ�ƺȠ�Ρȅȣ�ƺǠƺǩǿ�Chris Summit), we appreciate being able to climb the 
boulders you put your sweat, emotions, and sense of self into discovering.

Ian McIntosh, you will always be our guidebook buddy and we miss you. 

Finally, our lives would be shallower (and a lot less styley) without the Edgewalker crew: Chatz of Love, Poppy 
Cuervo, and Reiko Que Fuego. We also needed the endless love and support from our El Portal humans: Sean 
Smith and Anna Carney. You’re some of our favorite people and always will be. 
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Overview: Normally you can tell if a claim 
is true or false by comparing the world 
it describes to the world that exists. We 
don’t mean anything fancy or technical. 
If someone says “You can climb at the 
Biddles,” they’re saying something true 
because indeed, you can climb at the 
Biddles. No surprises here. 

Things get tricky, however, when you talk 
ƺǈȅȣȠ�ȠǦǓ�ȠȖȣȠǦ�ȅǟ�ЙǉȠǩȅǿঀ�2ș�ǩȠ�ΛȖȅǿǠ�Ƞȅ�
say that Santa Claus smokes two packs a 
ǏƺΡॹ�EƺȖǹǈȅȖȅ�ȖǓǏșॹ�ȣǿЙǹȠǓȖǓǏঁ�vǓঅΚǓ�ǿǓΚǓȖ�
heard a Christmas carol that speaks against 
this claim exactly. Perhaps it’s false because 
it goes against Santa’s character. Fair enough. 

FȅΛ�ΛǦƺȠ�ƺǈȅȣȠ�ǈǩǏǏǹǓșঁ�Fȅ�ȅǿǓ�ǷǿȅΛș�
what they are, so in a sense, anything you 
say about them has as much claim to truth 
ƺș�ƺǿΡȠǦǩǿǠ�ǓǹșǓঀ�2Ƞঅș�ƺș�ǩǟ�ȠǦǓ�ЙǉȠǩȅǿƺǹ�ΛȅȖǹǏ�
of biddles has yet to be built. So go for it, tell 
your own biddle story. 

The rock is the same vaqueros sandstone 
ȠǦƺȠ�Ρȅȣঢ়ǹǹ�ЙǿǏ�ƺȠ��ƺșȠǹǓ�[ȅǉǷॹ�ǴȣșȠ�ΛǩȠǦ�
less crowds and more moss. While it lacks 
the sheer number of quality problems as its 
northern neighbors, the best lines would 
stand out no matter where you put them.

Conditions: �ș�ΛǩȠǦ��ƺșȠǹǓ�[ȅǉǷॹ�ǩȠ�ǠǓȠș�ǦȅȠ�
in the summer and rainy in the winter. Spring 
and fall are the prime seasons. Do not climb 
on wet rock, so give it 3-5 days to dry after it 
rains. 

Parking: From the old parking lot at Castle 
[ȅǉǷॹ�ǏȖǩΚǓ�șȅȣȠǦ�ȅǿ�^ǷΡǹǩǿǓ��ǹΚǏঀ�ǟȅȖࢲ�ঀࢳ�
ǾǩǹǓș�ƺǿǏ�ȒƺȖǷ�ǩǿ�ƺ�ȠȣȖǿȅА�ȅǿ�ΡȅȣȖ�ǹǓǟȠঀ�|ȅȣ�
will know it’s the right one because there are 
steps leading down to the trail below. 

Approach: The boulders are spread out into 
ȠǦȖǓǓ�ǏǩșȠǩǿǉȠ�ǉǹȣșȠǓȖșॹ�ƺǿǏ�ǓƺǉǦ�șȒǓǉǩЙǉ�ƺȖǓƺ�
has it’s own directions. 

Accessibility: 'ȅȖ�ƺǹǹ�ƺȖǓƺșॹ�ȠǦǓȖǓ�ǩș�ƺ�МǩǠǦȠ�
ȅǟ�șȠƺǩȖș�ƺǿǏ�बिथबिण�ǾǩǹǓ�ȅǟ�ΛƺǹǷǩǿǠ�ȅǿ�ƺ�ΛǩǏǓ�
ǏǩȖȠ�ȠȖƺǩǹঀ�'ȅȖ��ǩǏǏǹǓș�eȅΛǓȖॹ�ƺǏǏࢱࢱࢳ��ǟǓǓȠ�ȅǟ�
steep, narrow trail. 

Land Manager: Santa Clara County Parks 
ƺǿǏ�[ǓǉȖǓƺȠǩȅǿ��ǓȒƺȖȠǾǓǿȠ

Rules: KȒǓǿࢹ�ॸࢱࢱƺǾ�Ƞȅ�șȣǿșǓȠঀ��ȅǠǠǩǓș�
allowed on a leash. No wire brushes. No 
ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠ�ǟȅȖࢴ�েࢶ�ǏƺΡș�ƺǟȠǓȖ�Ȗƺǩǿঀ��ƺǹǹ�শࢹࢱࢵষ�
�ǟȅȖ�ǉȣȖȖǓǿȠ�ǉȅǿǏǩȠǩȅǿșঀࢱࢵࢶࢺেࢹࢷࢹ

Bathrooms: There is a bathroom at the 
�ƺșȠǹǓ�[ȅǉǷ�ȒƺȖǷǩǿǠ�ǹȅȠșॹࢲ�ঀࢳ�ǾǩǹǓș�ǿȅȖȠǦ�ȅǿ�
Skyline Blvd.

A handful of excellent problems in 
small isolated zones. 

Clumps of moss can outnumber 
climbers.

10-15 min
1⁄4-1⁄2 mi

Parking
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GOLD BOULDER

(ǲȿȿȈȞǿ�Ȥω�ȿȅȈȸ�ȿǙȘȘ�ǧȤɂȘǮǲȵ�Ȉȸ�ȿȵȈǨȖͧࣚ�eȅǲ�ǧǲȸȿ�ǮǲȸǨǲȞȿ�
Ȉȸ�ȿȤ�ǮȤ͡ȞǨȘȈȝǧ�eǲȞǮǲȵ��ȈǮǮȘǲȸ࣓�ǧɂȿ�Ȉȿहȸ�ȅǙȵǮ�ȿȤ�ǨȵȤȸȸ�
ȿȅǲ�ȝȤȸȸͧ�ȿȤȱ�ǾȵȤȝ�ȿȅǲ�ǾǙȵ�ȸȈǮǲࣚ�2Ǿ�ͧȤɂहȵǲ�ȤȞ��ǙǨȖȸȈǮǲ�
(ȵȈȞǮ�Ȥȵ��ǙǨȖȸȿǙǧǧǲȵ��ȵǲȿǲ࣓�ͧȤɂ�ǨǙȞ�ȸȅȈȝȝͧ�ǮȤ͡Ȟ�ȿȅǲ�
ȸȝǙȘȘ�ȿȵǲǲࣚ�^ǨȤɂȿ�ͧȤɂȵ�ǮǲȸǨǲȞȿ�ǙȅǲǙǮ�ȤǾ�ȿȈȝǲ�ǙȞǮ�ȅǙ͠ǲ�
ǧɂǮǮȈǲȸ�ȵǲǙǮͧ�ȿȤ�ȝȤ͠ǲ�ȱǙǮȸࣚ

1  Good as Gold  V2  R

hșǓ�ƺ�ǉȅАǓǓেǉȣȒেșǩΦǓǏ�ǩǿǏǓǿȠƺȠǩȅǿ�Ƞȅ�Ȓȣǹǹ�ȅǿȠȅ�ȠǦǓ�
rock. Follow features up left to a hueco. 

2  Big Top  V0   R

A positive foot at the start allows you to reach a 
protruding feature in the diagonal seam, then quest 
straight up the mossy face. 

 ·  BIDDLES UPPER BIDDLES  ·       

GOLD BOULDER Ø 3  Golden Mantel  V2 R

�ǹǩǾǈ�ǩǿȠȅ�ȠǦǓ�șǹȅȒǓΡ�ǹǓǏǠǓ�ǴȣșȠ�ǹǓǟȠ�ȅǟ��ȈǮǮȘǲȸ�(ȤȘǮ. 
শ�ǹƺΡ��ȖǓǩȠΛǓǩșǓȖষ

4  Biddles Gold  V2  ��     R

hșǓ�ǓǏǠǓș�ƺǿǏ�ǦȣǓǉȅș�Ƞȅ�ǉǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�ǟƺǉǓ�ȅΚǓȖ�ƺ�МƺȠ�
rocky landing. Once you gain the ledge at the top, 
traverse left to downclimb near eǲȞǮǲȵ��ȈǮǮȘǲȸ. This 
climb is as cool as it looks, but don’t underestimate 
ȠǦǓ�ǦǓǩǠǦȠঀ�শ�ǹƺΡ��ȖǓǩȠΛǓǩșǓȖষ

5  Upper Cave  V1  � R

^ȠƺȖȠ�ǈΡ�ǠȖƺǈǈǩǿǠ�ƺ�ǦȣǓǉȅ�ȅΚǓȖǦǓƺǏঀ�[ǓƺǉǦ�ǩǿȠȅ�ȠǦǓ�
bottom of the next large hueco cave. Explore the 
cave a bit then reverse the problem to get down. 

6  Backstabber Arete  V4  � R

Start with a right hand sidepull at 6 feet and climb 
ȠǦǓ�ƺȖǓȠǓঀ�শ�ǦȖǩș�^ȣǾǾǩȠষ�

7  Backstabber Arete Low  V5  � R

Begin on a right hand crimp and left hand 
ȣǿǏǓȖǉǹǩǿǠ�ƺȠࢳ��ǟǓǓȠঀ��ǹǩǾǈ�ǩǿȠȅ��ǙǨȖȸȿǙǧǧǲȵ��ȵǲȿǲ.

8  Backside Grind  V2  � R

Finesse your way up the groove in front a small tree. 
There are many ways to climb it, but we recommend 
using what might be the friendliest arm bar in 
�ƺǹǩǟȅȖǿǩƺঀ�শ�ǦȖǩș�^ȣǾǾǩȠষ

9  Silver Traverse  V3  �     R

Climb 8 feet up �ǙǨȖȸȈǮǲ�(ȵȈȞǮ then traverse 
ǏǩȖǓǉȠǹΡ�ȖǩǠǦȠ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ƺȠ�ȠǦǓ�ȠȅȒ�ȅǟ�eǲȞǮǲȵ��ȈǮǮȘǲȸ. 
শ�ǹƺΡ��ȖǓǩȠΛǓǩșǓȖষ�

10  Biddles Silver  5.11a  �     R

Climb the middle of the tall face. Bring a rope or 
ǦǓǹǹƺ�ȒƺǏșঀ�শ�ǹƺΡ��ȖǓǩȠΛǓǩșǓȖ�ȅǿ�ȠȅȒȖȅȒǓষ

11  Hueco Highball  V1  �     R

Climb the right side of the tall face. End on a ledge 
ǴȣșȠ�ƺǟȠǓȖ�ȠǦǓ�șǓǉȅǿǏ�ǦȣǓǉȅঀ�

12  Tender Biddles Traverse  V5  �� R

Start as per eǲȞǮǲȵ��ȈǮǮȘǲȸ࣓�ǈȣȠ�ȠȖƺΚǓȖșǓ�ǹǓǟȠ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǩșǦ�
on �ǙǨȖȸȈǮǲ�(ȵȈȞǮ. The problem would be much 
easier if the slopey holds faced the right direction, 
ǈȣȠ�ƺș�Ρȅȣঢ়ǹǹ�ЙǿǏ�ȅȣȠॹ�ȠǦǓΡ�Ǐȅǿঢ়Ƞঀ�শ�ǦȖǩș�^ȣǾǾǩȠষ

1 2

4

GOLD BOULDER Ø

3
4

5
6

7
THING BOULDER

15  Fingerbang  V1  � R

Start with pockets at 6 feet on the left side of the 
overhang. Make a long reach to the shelf above. 
|ȅȣঢ়ǹǹ�ȕȣǩǉǷǹΡ�ЙǿǏ�ΡȅȣȖșǓǹǟ�ǏƺǿǠǹǩǿǠ�ȅА�ȠǦǓ�șǾƺǹǹ�
ledge, so take care not to fall.

16  Project R

Start on 'ȈȞǿǲȵǧǙȞǿ and traverse into eȅǲ�eȅȈȞǿࣚ

17  The Thing  V7  � R

Begin on a left hand sidepull/undercling at 5 feet 
and a lower right hand cracky-pinch. Climb to a 
notch and then to the top. 

18  Flap Your Wings  V4  �     R

Start by compressing holds at 5 feet with your left 
hand in the crack. Fly to a ledge before moving left 
Ƞȅ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ȅǿ�eȅǲ�eȅȈȞg.

19  Sit Down Crack  V1  � R

Climb the crack and arete formation on the right 
side of the face.

GOLD BOULDER Ø
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11
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THING BOULDER Ø

15
19

20
18

1716

UPPER BIDDLES
The boulders are ¼ mile (10 minutes) downhill from the car along the 
well-maintained Skyline Trail. From the parking, walk down the stairs 

and head right on the trail. Go left at the fork. When you reach 
the first switchback, follow a climbers trail to the right. There is a 
sign marking this trail as closed for restoration, however there is 
no mention of the area being closed to climbing. 
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13  Tender Biddles  V3  �     R

Start on edges at 4 feet. Climb the blunt arete past a 
ȖǩǠǦȠ�ǦƺǿǏ�șǉȅȅȒ�ǿǓƺȖ�ȠǦǓ�ȠȅȒঀ�শ�ǦȖǩș�^ȣǾǾǩȠষ

14  Tree Problem  V0  � R

Start on positive edges to the right of a tree. Trend 
ǹǓǟȠ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǠƺȒ�ǈǓȠΛǓǓǿ�ȠǦǓ�ȠȖǓǓ�ƺǿǏ�ȠǦǓ�
rock.

20  A-Team Cave Traverse  V3  �     R

Begin as per ^Ȉȿ��Ȥ͡Ȟ��ȵǙǨȖ࣓ but traverse left along a 
ǉƺǾȒȣș�Ȗƺǩǹ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ȅǿ�eȅǲ�eȅȈȞǿঀ�শ�ƺǿǩǓǹ�EǩǹǹǓȖষ
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BIDDLES TOWER
From the parking, walk left for 350 feet at the bottom of the stairs. 
Turn right and drop down a small climbers trail for 500 feet. From 

Upper Biddles, head back to the main trail and continue for 
600 feet. Take a climbers trail 50 feet past a stream with a sign 
that says “Todd Creek Redwoods.” The path zig-zags up the 
steep hill, ending at Biddles Tower.

Biddles Tower

BIDDLES TOWER Ø

27

28

2524

26

BIDDLES TOWER

eȤ�ǮǲȸǨǲȞǮ࣓�ǮȵȤȱ�Ȥω�ȿȅǲ�ȿȤȱ�ȤǾ��ȈǮǮȘǲȸ�XȘǙȿȈȞɂȝ�Ȥȵ�
ǮȤ͡ȞǨȘȈȝǧ�eȅǲ�'ȈȞࣚ�2ȿहȸ�Ǚ͡Ȗ͡ǙȵǮ�ǲȈȿȅǲȵ�͡Ǚ࣓ͧ�ǙȞǮ�Ȉȿहȸ�
ȞȈǨǲ�ȿȤ�ȅǙ͠ǲ�Ǚ�ȸȤȝǲȤȞǲ�ȤȞ�ȿȅǲ�ǿȵȤɂȞǮ�ȿȤ�ȝȤ͠ǲ�ȱǙǮȸࣚ

24  Unknown Face       R

Start as per �ȤȱȱǲȵȅǲǙǮ࣓ but climb straight up to a 
rounded top.

25  Copperhead  V5  ��     R

�ǓǠǩǿ�ȅǿ�ƺ�ȒȅșǩȠǩΚǓ�МƺǷǓ�ƺȠ�ȠǦǓ�ǈȅȠȠȅǾ�ȅǟ�ƺ�ǹƺȖǠǓ�
hueco. Follow features up and right until you gain 
ȠǦǓ�ƺȖǓȠǓॹ�ȠǦǓǿ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ƺș�ȒǓȖ�[ǲǿɂȘǙȵ�[Ȥɂȿǲ. 
শ�ǹƺΡ��ȖǓǩȠΛǓǩșǓȖষ�

26  Copperhead Extension  V8  � R

Start as per �ȤȱȱǲȵȅǲǙǮ࣓ but continue traversing 
ƺǹȅǿǠ�ȠǦǓ�ǹǩȒ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ȅǿ��ȈǮǮȘǲ�XȘǙȿȈȞɂȝ. 

27  Regular Route  V1  �     R

Step onto the nose of the arete. Meander up the path 
ȅǟ�ǹǓƺșȠ�ȖǓșǩșȠƺǿǉǓঀ�শXǦȅȠȅ�ȅǿ�ǿǓΠȠ�ȒƺǠǓষ

28  The Fin  V1     R

[ǓƺǉǦ�ȅΚǓȖǦǓƺǏ�Ƞȅ�ƺǿ�ǩǿǉȣȠ�ǓǏǠǓ�ƺȠࢹ��ǟǓǓȠঀ�Xȣǹǹ�Ƞȅ�ƺ�
ȖȅȣǿǏ�ǦȣǓǉȅ�ƺǿǏ�ЙǿǩșǦ�șȠȖƺǩǠǦȠ�ȣȒ�ȠǦǓ�ǾȅșșΡ�ǟƺǉǓঀ�
শXǦȅȠȅ�ȅǿ�ǿǓΠȠ�ȒƺǠǓষ

Bridget Roell focusing on the slopers 
of Hueco Highball, V1 (p. 110)

DIAMOND BOULDER

21  Diamond Crack  V1   R

�ǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�ЙǿǠǓȖ�ǉȖƺǉǷ�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǹǓǟȠঀ

22  Diamond Direct  V1   R

Compress the diamond-shaped wedge.

SLAPSTICK BOULDER

23  Slapstick  V2   R

Begin on a pocket and edge at 3 feet. Squirm up the 
mossy bulge without using the rock to your left as 
a foot. 
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BIDDLES TOWER

29  Biddles Platinum  V5  ��     R

^ȠƺȖȠ�ΛǩȠǦ�ƺ�ǦƺǿǏǴƺǾ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǈȅȠȠȅǾ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ǉȖƺǉǷ�ƺǿǏ�
follow the feature to the lip. 
শ�ǦȖǩș�^ȣǾǾǩȠ�૭��ǹƺΡ��ȖǓǩȠΛǓǩșǓȖষ

30  Biddles Steel  V6  ���      R

Use a left hand diagonal edge at 5 feet and a lower 
right hand sidepull to start. Compress up the arete 
ǟǓƺȠȣȖǓঀ�eǦǓșǓ�ǦȅǹǏș�ƺȖǓ�ƺ�ǴȅΡ�Ƞȅ�ǠȖƺǈঀ�vǦǩǹǓ�Ρȅȣ�
have some good edges on the lip, maintain your 
composure as you rock onto the slab. 
শ�ǹƺΡ��ȖǓǩȠΛǓǩșǓȖষ

31  Blue Steel  V6  �     R

Start as per �ȈǮǮȘǲȸ�XȘǙȿȈȞɂȝ࣓�ǈȣȠ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ȅǿ��ȈǮǮȘǲȸ�
^ȿǲǲȘঀ�শEǩǷǓ��ȅǿȅΚƺǿষ

32  Steel Platinum  V6  � R

Start as per �ȈǮǮȘǲȸ�^ȿǲǲȘ࣓�ǈȣȠ�ȠȖƺΚǓȖșǓ�ǹǓǟȠ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǩșǦ�
on �ȈǮǮȘǲȸ�XȘǙȿȈȞɂȝ.

Shannon Joslin about to be real scared on the 
topout of Biddles Steel, V6 (opposite page)

UPPER BIDDLES

 ·  BIDDLES

WHAT DO ROCKS FEEL?
 Do you ever wonder, when climbing, what 
the rocks think about all this. Do they like to 
ǈǓ�ǉǹǩǾǈǓǏঁ��ȅ�ȠǦǓΡ�ǦƺȠǓ�ǩȠॹ�ǹǩǷǓ�ǈǓǩǿǠ�ǉȅΚǓȖǓǏ�
ΛǩȠǦ�ƺǿȠșঁ��ȖǓ�ȠǦǓΡ�ǩǿǏǩАǓȖǓǿȠ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ΛƺΡ�ΛǓ�
don’t care about a lone speck of dust on our 
șǷǩǿঁ
 We’ve come to this idea through 
panpsychism, the philosophical theory that 
everything is conscious. Theories come in and 
out of style, and right now, panpsychism is 
having its day. We understand why. There’s 
something unbelievably cool about the thought 
that rocks have conscious experiences, maybe 
even something that we would call feelings.
 One of the main arguments for panpsychism 
ǩș�ȠǦƺȠ�ȠǦǓȖǓ�ǩș�ǿȅ�ȅǈΚǩȅȣș�ǉȣȠ�ȅА�ȒȅǩǿȠ�ǟȅȖ�
consciousness. Humans have it, dogs too, but… 
ǠƺȖǏǓǿ�șǿƺǩǹșॹ�ȅΡșȠǓȖșॹ�ȠȖǓǓșॹ�ƺǿǏ�ȖȅǉǷșঁ�2ǿ�ȠǓȖǾș�
of complexity or information integration, 
there is no clear line to draw between what is 
conscious and what is not. The panpsychist idea 
is to stop looking for a boundary. Let everything 
in. Even the rocks.
 You see similar ideas in the animism and 
myths of many California Native traditions. 
For example, the creation of Half Dome and 
Tis-sa-ack’s tears. The motivation for the 
ȅȖǩǠǩǿ�ǾΡȠǦ�ǩș�ǏǩАǓȖǓǿȠ�ǟȖȅǾ�ǉȅǿȠǓǾȒȅȖƺȖΡ�
philosophy, but the resulting conversation has 
surprising overlaps. Should we give rocks moral 
ǉȅǿșǩǏǓȖƺȠǩȅǿঁ�'ȅȖ�ȠǦǓ�ȒƺǿȒșΡǉǦǩșȠॹ�ǩǟ�ȖȅǉǷș�ƺȖǓ�
ǉȅǿșǉǩȅȣș��ƺǿǏ�ǉƺǿ�șȣАǓȖ��ȒǓȖǦƺȒș�ΛǓ�șǦȅȣǹǏঀ�
Similarly, the White Earth Nation recently 
ЙǹǓǏ�ƺ�ǹƺΛșȣǩȠ�Ƞȅ�ȒȖȅȠǓǉȠ�ȠǦǓ�ȖǩǠǦȠș�ȅǟ�ΛǩǹǏ�ȖǩǉǓ�
from the construction of a tar sands pipeline in 
Minnesota.
 We don’t know if panpsychism is true or 
not, and we don’t think there will ever be a 
rigorous argument that will convince someone 
who’s skeptical. Philosophers and cognitive 
scientists can’t even agree on whether or not you 
are constantly feeling your foot in your sock. 
(You are now… but what about before you read 
ȠǦǩșষঁ�eǦƺȠ�ǈǓǩǿǠ�șƺǩǏॹ�ǩȠঢ়ș�ƺǿ�ǓΠȒƺǿșǩΚǓॹ�ǦǓȖȅǩǉ�
idea, so we’re going to believe it regardless. We 
prefer a world where the rocks know about us, 
ǓΚǓǿ�ǩǟ�ȠǦǓΡ�ЙǿǏ�ȣș�ƺǿǿȅΡǩǿǠ�ǹǩǷǓ�ȠǦǓ�ƺǿȠș�ȠǦƺȠ�
we are.
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REDWOOD BOULDER

'ȵȤȝ�ȿȅǲ�^ǙȞǧȤȵȞ�eȵǙȈȘ࣓�ȿȅǲ�[ǲǮ͡ȤȤǮ��ȤɂȘǮǲȵ�Ȉȸ�
ȤȞ�ȿȅǲ�ȅȈȘȘȸȈǮǲ�ȿȤ�ͧȤɂȵ�ȵȈǿȅȿ࣓�ǙȘȿȅȤɂǿȅ�ͧȤɂ�ǨǙȞहȿ�ȸǲǲ�Ȉȿ�
ǧǲǨǙɂȸǲ�ȤǾ�Ǚ�ȵǲǮ͡ȤȤǮ�ȿȵǲǲ�ǧȘȤǨȖȈȞǿ�ȿȅǲ�͠Ȉǲࣚ͡�'ȵȤȝ�ȿȅǲ�
[ȤɂȞǮ�/ȤȘǲȸ��ȤɂȘǮǲȵ࣓�ǨȤȞȿȈȞɂǲ�ǙȘȤȞǿ�ȿȅǲ�ȿȵǙȈȘ�ǾȤȵࠋࠋࠌ��
Ǿǲǲȿࣚ�eɂȵȞ�ȸȤɂȿȅǲǙȸȿ�ऒȵȈǿȅȿओ�ȤȞ�Ǚ�ǾǙȈȞȿ�ȿȵǙȈȘ�ǧǲȿ͡ǲǲȞ�Ǚ�
ȿȵǲǲ�ǙȞǮ�Ǚ�ȘǙȵǿǲ�ǨȅǙȈȞȸǙ͡ǲǮ�ȘȤǿࣚ�eȅǲ�ǧȤɂȘǮǲȵ�Ȉȸ�ȘȤǨǙȿǲǮ�
�Ǿǲǲȿ�ɂȱ�ȿȅǲ�ȅȈȘȘȸȈǮǲࣚࠋࠐࠌ

35  Redwood Sit Down  V0 R

Climb the sloper rail from the very bottom to the  
ΚǓȖΡ�ȠȅȒঀ�শ�ǹƺΡ��ȖǓǩȠΛǓǩșǓȖষ

36  Redwood Direct  V1  R

Start matched on an edge at 4 feet. Climb out 
angular features on the low face.

37  Redwood Boulder Traverse  V2 R

Begin on the arete with a diagonal edge at 5 feet. 
eȖƺΚǓȖșǓ�ǹǓǟȠ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ǹǓǟȠ�ȅǟ�[ǲǮ͡ȤȤǮ�^Ȉȿ��Ȥ͡Ȟ. 
শ�ǹƺΡ��ȖǓǩȠΛǓǩșǓȖষ

ROUND HOLES BOULDER

33  Trailside Traverse  V2  � R

Start on a sloping feature uphill from the trail. 
[ǓƺǉǦ�ǹǓǟȠ�Ƞȅ�ƺ�ȖȅȣǿǏ�ǦȅǹǓ�ƺǿǏ�ǉȅǿȠǩǿȣǓ�ȠȖƺΚǓȖșǩǿǠ�
ǹǓǟȠ�ƺǹȅǿǠ�ȠǦǓ�ǟƺǉǓঀ�শ�ǦȖǩș�^ȣǾǾǩȠষ

34  Fish Face  V3  �� R

Start as per eȵǙȈȘȸȈǮǲ�eȵǙ͠ǲȵȸǲ, but put your foot 
in a round hole for a large move right. From here, 
șΛǩǿǠ�ȅȣȠ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ƺȖǓȠǓ�ǟȅȖ�șȅǾǓ�ǴȅΡǟȣǹǹΡ�ǏΡǿƺǾǩǉ�
ǾȅΚǓǾǓǿȠঀ�শ�ǦȖǩș�^ȣǾǾǩȠষ

 ·  BIDDLES LOWER BIDDLES  ·       

37

3635

ROUND HOLES BOULDER Ø

33 34

REDWOOD BOULDER APPROACH

TRAILSIDE BOULDERS

38  Knobby Bulge  V3  �     R

Start on the lowest holds on the arete. Follow blocky 
features up the chiseled arete. The landing has been 
ǟȅȖȠǩЙǓǏ�ΛǩȠǦ�ǹȅǠșॹ�ǈȣȠ�ȠǦǓȖǓ�ǩș�șȠǩǹǹ�ȠǦǓ�ȒȅșșǩǈǩǹǩȠΡ�ȅǟ�
a wild fall down the slope. 

39  Trailside Mantel  V1 R

Start low in a hueco and climb out the rounded 
arete. Finish slightly left of the large tree that has 
fallen over the top of the problem. 

40  Trailside Face  V0 R

Obscure, mossy, and dirty, this face is only for the 
true completionist. 

41  Left Arete  V0  R

Climb the left arete without using the boulder to 
the left. 

42  Right Side  V1  R

Start sitting and ascend the right arete using the rock 
on both sides of the crack. 

CAVEMAN BOULDER

43  Caveman  V3  �         R

Start matched on a sloping rail. Climb out the left 
side of a large overhanging hueco, move through a 
ȒȅșǩȠǩΚǓ�МƺǷǓ�ƺǿǏ�ƺ�ǉȖƺǉǷǹǓǏ�șǹȅȠॹ�ȠǦǓǿ�ǦǓƺǏ�ȣȒ�ȠǦǓ�
ƺȖǓȠǓ�ǟȅȖ�ƺ�ǦǓƺǏΡ�ЙǿǩșǦঀ

TRAILSIDE BOULDERS Ø

39

TRAILSIDE BOULDERS Ø

4241
40

CAVEMAN BOULDER Ø

43

TRAILSIDE BOULDERS Ø

38

LOWER BIDDLES
Continue walking down the main trail from the bottom of the small 
climbers trail that leads to Biddles Tower. With the exception of the 

Redwood Boulder, the climbing of Lower Biddles is right along 
the path. In total, it’s about a ¼ mile (10 minutes) from Biddles 
Tower trail to the Caveman Boulder. These problems don’t get 
much action, so don’t plan on an overly curated experience. 
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900 feet of
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0.4 miles to 
The Playground

Paradise
Boulder

Parking: Park in a pullout on the left by a 
gate, 3.9 miles north of Gerstle Cove and 
about 23 miles north of the intersection of 
CA-1 and CA-116. 

Approach: From the parking, step through 
ȠǦǓ�ǠƺȠǓ�ƺǿǏ�ǟȅǹǹȅΛ�ȠǦǓ�ǏǩȖȠ�ȠȖƺǩǹ�ǟȅȖ�ब िण�ǾǩǹǓ�
to the coast. Take the largest trail whenever 
it forks, and you will end up across a small 
inlet from the Triceratops Boulder. 

Accessibility: Although it has the longest 
approach on the North Coast, the hike 
isn’t particularly strenuous. You will have 
to scramble across boulders to access the 
peninsula, and getting to the Triceratops 
Boulder requires a bit of stemming between 
two large boulders. You’ll also have to 
downclimb a few feet on your way to Fish 
Lips.

Land Manager: Salt Point State Park

Rules: Open sunrise to sunset. No poodles 
(or any other dogs) allowed. No climbing for 
3-5 days after rain. No wire brushes.

Bathrooms: The Gerstle Cove Campground 
to the south has the only toilet in Salt Point 
State Park. 

Picturesque boulders in an 
otherworldly landscape.

The tafoni features are fragile and 
require maximum gentleness. 
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Overview: Let there be no mistaking it, 
The Secrets are unique. The otherworldly 
landscape feels like it’s straight out of a 
psychedelic hallucination, complete with 
Dr. Seuss trees and surreal rock formations, 
all set to a soundtrack of barking sea lions. 
We’ve been climbing for decades, on an 
uncountable variety of rock spread across 
six continents. We don’t say this to brag, 
but rather to add context to the following 
statement: The Secrets have an eccentric 
character that is unique unto itself. 

The Secrets were once simply “a secret” 
among a handful of climbers, yet with some 
of the most photogenic climbing on the 
coast, it was only a matter of time before the 
inevitable social media takeover. The desire 
for secrecy was well intentioned. The coastal 
sandstone is fragile and requires a gentleness 
that you don’t typically associate with an 
interaction between human and stone. In 
addition to being generally soft rock, the 
sandstone is criss-crossed with thin tafoni 
МƺǷǓș�ƺǿǏ�ȖȣǿǿǓǹșঀ�[ǓǾǓǾǈǓȖॹ�ǓƺǉǦ�șǾƺǹǹ�
piece of rock you break is a small piece that’s 
gone for everyone else. 

Conditions: As long as the rock has had a 
few days to dry after the rain, you can climb 
year round. The cool ocean air keeps the 
ambient temperature down, but the full sun 
will still feel hot. A few of the boulders are 
tide dependent, so look ahead if you have 
a particular project in mind. Fortunately, 
there are enough other boulders to keep you 
occupied while you wait for the water to 
recede. 

15-20 min
½ mi

42 26

8 2
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FISHING ROCK ISLAND

5  Deep Water Solo Variations  V1-4     R

�ȣȖǩǿǠ�ǹȅΛ�ȠǩǏǓ�Ρȅȣ�ǉƺǿ�ΛƺǹǷ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ǩșǹƺǿǏ�ȅА�ȠǦǓ�
southern point of the peninsula. There are a handful 
of lines that climb over the water, but this is not 
Mallorca or Thailand. The water is cold, the waves 
are big, and it often seems like mother nature wants 
to smoosh you into pieces against the spiky rocks. If 
you decide to climb here, make sure someone knows 
where you are. (Marcos Nunez)

TRICERATOPS BOULDER

You can see the stunning Triceratops Boulder from the 
trail, but you can’t walk there directly. Instead, head 
toward the Wave Boulder and scramble up the small 
gully between two large boulders to the south.

1  Triceratops Left  V1 R

�ǹǩǾǈ�Ƞƺǟȅǿǩ�ǓǏǠǓșॹ�șǹȅȒǓȖșॹ�ƺǿǏ�șƺǿǏșȠȅǿǓ�Йǿș�ȅǿ�
the face 6 feet left of the nose. 

2  Triceratops  V4  ���    R

Climb up the throat of this sandstone titan from 
one of two possible starts. The problem was 
originally a hug-fest from a hueco to the left and 
ȠǦǓ�ȖǩǠǦȠ�ƺȖǓȠǓ�ȣșǩǿǠ�ƺ�ǹƺȖǠǓ�МƺǷǓ�ǟȅȅȠঀ�EȅșȠ�ȒǓȅȒǹǓ�
today instead begin matched on a hueco undercling 
and climb the tafoni edges out the left arete. Either 
ΛƺΡॹ�șȅ�ƺǓșȠǦǓȠǩǉঀ�শ[Ρƺǿ�eȅǹǓǿȠǩǿȅষ

FISHING ROCK ISLAND ∞

TRICERATOPS BOULDER PM
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PENINSULA BOULDERS
From the parking, step through the gate and walk down the 
trail toward the ocean. Stay on the larger trail whenever it 

forks, and you'll reach the ocean – and the peninsula – in ½ mile. 

Triceratops

3  Triceratops Right  V1  � R

Start on a positive rail at 4 feet. Climb the right side 
of the overhanging prow.

4  Triceratops Face  V1  �   R

Climb the black face to the right of a crack. The 
holds are dainty, so step lightly.

 ·  SECRETS PENINSULA  ·       

Savannah Bergquist crawling out the scales 
of Triceratops, V4 (opposite page)

TRICERATOPS BOULDER PM

1

2

3
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WAVE BOULDER

The rock quality decreases dramatically when you get 
to the top of the boulder, and it’s common for climbers 
to downclimb from the lip. Be careful on the topout, 
and remember, no heroes today. 

16  Left Arete  V0  R

Climb the left arete.

17  Wave Traverse  V3  � R

Traverse the face from the left arete to the right arete. 
You get to do the fun climbing down low while 
avoiding the crumbling topout. It’s a win-win. 

18  Unnamed Face  V1  R

Climb the face 6 feet right of the arete. Move from 
a horizontal groove at 4 feet to a cluster of pockets 
around 7 feet. 

19  Unnamed Face  V2 R

Climb the face above the right side of a horizontal 
groove. 

20  The Swell  V2  � R

^ȠƺȖȠ�ΛǩȠǦ�ƺ�ǦȣǓǉȅ�ƺȠࢶ��ǟǓǓȠঀ�Xȣǹǹ�ȒƺșȠ�ƺ�ȒȅǩǿȠǓǏ�МƺǷǓ�
ƺș�Ρȅȣ�ǠǓƺȖ�ȣȒ�ǟȅȖ�ȠǦǓ�Йǿƺǹ�ǾȅΚǓș�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ǹǩȒঀ�

21  The Wave  V3  �   R

Begin on features at 5 feet, and climb the face to the 
left of the arete. The sculpted, swooping features are 
truly beautiful. 

10
12

11 13
17

21

16
18

19

20

22

FISH BRAIN & WAVE BOULDERS AMAM

 ·  SECRETS PENINSULA  ·       

FISH BRAIN BOULDER PM

14
15

FISH BRAIN BOULDER

Be careful of the sandy top of the boulder. Trust 
ȞȤȿȅȈȞǿࣚ�eȤ�ǿǲȿ�Ȥω࣓�ǮȤ͡ȞǨȘȈȝǧ�͡ȅȈǨȅǲ͠ǲȵ�ȱȵȤǧȘǲȝ�ͧȤɂ�
just climbed or tread carefully over to Stone Shroom.

10  Stone Shroom VB  � R

[ǓƺǉǦ�ȅΚǓȖǦǓƺǏ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ǈǩǠ�ǈǹƺǉǷ�ǈǹȅǈঀ�EƺǿȠǓǹ�ȣȒॻ�
Aquatic life inhabits the fall zone, so if you think 
you’ll fall, give life a chance and move on.

11  Waverider Traverse  V4  � R

Begin on Stone Shroom and traverse right until you 
meet the rock in the corridor. But why stop there? 
Keep going if you’re feeling it. 

12  Fish Brain  V2 R

Start with a hueco at 4 feet. Use a sandy snaking 
crimp feature to reach the brains.

13  Brain Wave  V3  � R

Begin on the tafoni edges at 4 feet. Trend left on 
sidepull crimps and make your way to the right-most 
brain. 

14  Tidal Wave  V0  �   R

Climb the left side of the face. 

15  Tidal Wave Direct  V1  �   R

Climb the center of the face. The rock is good quality, 
but dang, any fall would be gnarly. 

MINI PROW BOULDER

23  Mini Prow Left  V2  � R

Pull on beneath the prow with a horizontal ledge. 
Cram your hips into the dihedral as you climb 
straight out the prow. 

24  Mini Prow Right  V0  � R

Move from the hueco to the lip.

MINI PROW BOULDER PM
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BLACK HOLE BOULDER Ø

6 7 8

BLACK HOLE BOULDER

This unique boulder sits in the gully just north of the 
Triceratops Boulder. It’s often damp, but the movement 
is fun enough to push through poor conditions. Bring 
chalk and a brush with natural bristles. All problems 
ȸȿǙȵȿ�ȤȞ�ȿȅǲ�ȘǙȵǿǲ࣓�ȘȤ͡�ȱȵȤȿȵɂǮȈȞǿ�ϫȞ�Ǚȿ�ȿȅǲ�ǧȤȿȿȤȝ�ȤǾ�
the overhang. 

6  Flipper  V4  � R

^ȠƺȖȠ�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�Йǿ�ƺǿǏ�ǉǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�ǹǓǟȠ�șǩǏǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�
ȅΚǓȖǦƺǿǠঀ�শ[ǩǉǦǩǓ��șȕȣǩǈǓǹষ

7  Black Hole  V3  � R

�ǓǠǩǿ�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�Йǿঀ�'ȅǹǹȅΛ�ȠǦǓ�ȒȅșǩȠǩΚǓ�ǦȅǹǏș�ȣȒ�ƺǿǏ�
right. (Chris Summit) 

8  Dolphin Quest  V2  � R

Begin as per Black Hole, but traverse over the 
adjacent boulder for an easier exit. (Chris Summit) 

GOLD CRACK BOULDER

9  Gold Crack  V1    R

Climb the golden crack on beautiful rock that 
disintegrates beneath you. 
শ[Ρƺǿ�eȅǹǓǿȠǩǿȅষ

GOLD CRACK BOULDER ∞

9

22  The Wave Arete  V1  �   R

Ascend the tafoni arete on the right side of the 
boulder. Be careful of the delicate features for their 
own sake, but also because this thing is tall.
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PARADISE BOULDER

30  Death in Paradise  V3     R

^ȠƺȖȠ�ȅǿ�ƺ�ȒȅșǩȠǩΚǓ�МƺǷǓ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǾǩǏǏǹǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�Ȗȅȅǟ�ƺǿǏ�
climb out the middle of the suspended boulder. It’s 
always wet and the fall is deadly. 9 out of 10 climbers 
advise you to try something else. 

31  Paradise in Death  V3   R

Start on Death in Paradise and climb out the water 
side of the roof. A fall will turn you into sea lion food, 
ƺǿǏ�ΛǦƺȠǓΚǓȖ�ǩș�ǹǓǟȠ�Λǩǹǹ�МȅƺȠ�ȅȣȠ�Ƞȅ�șǓƺঀ��ȅǿঢ়Ƞ�Ǐȅ�
this rock climb, and we apply this retroactively to the 
ЙȖșȠ�ƺșǉǓǿșǩȅǿǩșȠঀ�2ǟ�ΛǓ�ǦƺǏ�ǈǓǓǿ�ǦǓȖǓॹ�ΛǓ�ΛȅȣǹǏ�ǦƺΚǓ�
stopped Chris. (Chris Summit)

PARADISE BOULDER Ø

30 31

BIG WAVE BOULDER

At the northernmost point of the peninsula. 

25  Left Arete  VB  � R

�ǓǠǩǿ�ȅǿ�ƺ�ȒȅșǩȠǩΚǓ�МƺǷǓ�ƺǿǏ�ǉǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�ǹǓǟȠ�ƺȖǓȠǓঀ�
(Chris Summit)

26  Kung Fu Spot  V4  � R

Start with a right hand undercling and left hand 
tafoni in the notch. Climb straight up on minuscule 
edges. (Chris Summit)

27  Big Wave Traverse  V5  R

Begin as per Kung Fu Spot, but climb right past the 
starting hueco of Big Wave Dave and along the thin 
seam to end on Big Wave Arete. For a V6 variation, 
begin on the low start for Big Wave Arete and traverse 
ǹǓǟȠ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ȅǿ�Kung Fu Spot. (Chris Summit)

28  Big Wave Dave  V2  �� R

There is a hueco at 6 feet. Put both hands on it. Feels 
good, right? Now angle right for another cluster of 
huecos up and right. For a harder intro, climb into 
the starting hueco from the beginning of Kung Fu 
Spotঀ�শ[ǩǉǦǩǓ��șȕȣǩǈǓǹষ

29  Big Wave Arete  V1  R

Climb the arete on the right side of the boulder. Add 
a grade if you start on the low sidepull feature at 4 
feet.

BIG WAVE BOULDER PM

25
28 29

26 27

RIB CAGE BOULDER

From the Triceratops Boulder, head north on the trail, 
going uphill and through a small cluster of trees at the 
top of a gully. These problems are on the rock below the 
cluster of trees that look out over the Big Wave Boulder. 

32  Rib Cage  V2  � R

Start at the bottom of the bone-like hueco and follow 
it to the nose of the boulder. (Chris Summit)

33  Cage Fight  V4  �  R

Climb the rounded arete 6 feet right of Rib Cage. 
Start on a right hand undercling in a hueco and left 
hand crimp. Move up and over the lip then past a 
rounded hueco to the top. 

HIDDEN BOULDER

This boulder is nestled in the gully below the Rib Cage 
Boulder near the water line.

34  Unnamed Arete  V1  R

Sit start the left arete. Pull around the lip as soon as 
you’re able. (Chris Summit)

35  Unnamed Face  V2  �  R

Start on a hueco at 7 feet and move through edges in 
the seams up above.

36  Crouching Climber, Hidden Pocket  V4   R

Begin on a hueco in the cave and move left around 
ȠǦǓ�ǹǩȒ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�ȒȖǓΚǩȅȣș�ǉǹǩǾǈঀ�eǦǓ�
movement is cool, but the rock itself leaves something 
to be desired. (Chris Summit)

RIB CAGE BOULDER PM

32
33

HIDDEN BOULDER PM

34

35

36

SECRET VALLEY SLABS PM

37

SECRET VALLEY
Walk north along the trail from the peninsula. The Secret 
Valley Slabs are unmissable, while the Ribcage and Hidden 

Boulders lay below the trail in a wash to the south.

Secret Valley 
Slabs

SECRET VALLEY SLABS

37  Secret Valley Slab #1  V1  �   R

Climb a line of pockets in a horizontal seam up the  
middle of the slab. The top gets a bit grainy and 
rounded, but the rock is overall excellent. There a 
few variations to this core line, so be like Ash and 
catch’em all. 



BRAINWAVE BOULDER ∞

40
41 42

SECRET VALLEY SLABS

38  Secret Valley Slab #2  V0  � R

[ǓƺǉǦ�ȣȒ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ǈȣǹǈȅȣș�ǹǓǏǠǓ�ƺǿǏ�ǉǹǩǾǈ�ǹǓǟȠঀ�

39  Secret Valley Slab #3  V0  � R

Walk along a diagonal foot rail as you traverse right 
under a small roof. 

BRAINWAVE BOULDER

40  Unnamed Arete  V0  � R

Compress up the detached block on the arete.

41  Unnamed Bulge  V3  � R

Stand start on two pockets. Mantel onto the nose. 
Harder than it looks. Trust us. 

42  Brainwave  V4  � R

Start on two pockets in the middle of the bulge. 
Traverse right to the rounded arete.

43  Unnamed Traverse  V2  � R

Traverse left across the low, overhanging lip. There’s 
no obvious starting holds, so begin with enough 
room for a right heel hook.

SECRET VALLEY SLABS PM

38
39

BRAINWAVE BOULDER PM
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FISH LIPS BOULDER

47  Center Slab  V0  � R

Climb the low-angled face. (Chris Summit)

48  Slab Traverse  V0  � R

Start as per Center Slab,�ǈȣȠ�ȠȖƺΚǓȖșǓ�ǹǓǟȠ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ȅǿ�
Right Slab. 

49  Right Slab  V0  � R

Climb the face left of the roof. (Chris Summit)

50  Fish Stick  V4 R

Start on Right Slab and traverse right on slopers 
ƺǈȅΚǓ�ȠǦǓ�Ȗȅȅǟ�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ƺȠ�ȠǦǓ�ƺȒǓΠ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖঀ�

51  Slap Fight  V7  �� R

Start on the shelf at the bottom of the roof. Climb 
ǹǓǟȠ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ƺȖǓȠǓॹ�ȠȣȖǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǉȅȖǿǓȖॹ�ƺǿǏ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ȅǿ�Right 
Slab. (Chris Summit)

THE WATERPARK

Waves will wash away your worries... unless you're 
worried about the fall on these highballs. 

44  Waterworld Traverse  V0  � R

Traverse across the pocketed wall. 

45  The Waterpark  VB  �   R

Climb the tall face around a diagonal crack. 

FISH LIPS BOULDER ∞

47

48

49

50

51
52
53
54

52  Slap Stick  V8  � R

Climb Slap Fight into Fish Stick. (Chris Summit)

53  Thumb Thing  V6  � R

Begin as per Slap Fight, but climb straight out of the 
roof using a thumb-pocket gaston. Yes, you read that 
correctly. (Chris Summit)

54  Fish Thing  V4  �� R

Begin as per Slap Fight, but climb right to gain the 
arete. Follow the arete left to top out near the apex 
of the boulder. (Chris Summit)

55  Fish Butt  V0  � R

Climb incut holds out the nose of the boulder. 
(Chris Summit)

56  Fish Belly  V2  � R

Start on a ledgy-notch. Climb the middle of the wall 
to a huge knob on the lip above. (Chris Summit)

57  Fish Belly Traverse  V4  � R

Traverse left from Fish Mouth to the ending arete of 
Fish Thing. (Chris Summit)

58  Fish Mouth  V1  � R

Climb the short overhang over a gap in the rocks.

AMHIGH TIDE BOULDER Ø

59

60

FISH LIPS BOULDER PM

55
56

58

57

54

FISH LIPS
To get to these tide-dependent boulders, scramble down the gully 
below Brainwave at Secret Valley Boulders. A rogue wave 

drenched Kimbrough's laptop while writing this guide. Everything 
was fine (this was a freebie), but let it be a warning to all. 

Fish Lips

52
51

53
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Spider
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62

49

55
56
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44
45
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54

57

50

63 64

65

59 60
The

Waterpark

HIGH TIDE BOULDER

Two of the hardest problems in the Bay Area sit on the 
underside of a suspended boulder. You should come 
here on low tide, and ideally with a 2 foot swell. 

59  High Tide, Low Tide  V12  ���    R

Start matched on a ledge under the roof. Make a 
right hand move to a crimp and battle your way to 
two small, sloping edges before standing on top of 
the boulder. (Giovanni Traversi)

46  Waterworld  VB  �   R

Climb the pocketed face below a large round hueco.

60  Waxing Crescents  V11  �� R

Begin on High Tide, Low Tide, but continue 
underneath the roof to end on the other side of 
the boulder. At over a dozen moves, prepare to get 
pumped. (Giovanni Traversi)

THE WATERPARK PM

44 45 46
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CRABBY BOULDER

62  Crabby Variations  VB  � R

Pick your favorite variations up the featured face.

SPIDER CRAB BOULDER

63  Charlie Tuna  V5  �  R

�ȅǾȒȖǓșș�ǈǓȠΛǓǓǿ�ȠǦǓ�ЙȖșȠ�ǓǹǹǩȒȠǩǉƺǹ�ǦȣǓǉȅ�ƺȠࢶ��ǟǓǓȠ�
ƺǿǏ�ƺ�ǹǓǟȠ�ǦƺǿǏ�șǩǏǓȒȣǹǹ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ȖǩǠǦȠ�șǩǏǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�șǉȅȅȒঀ�
^ȕȣǓǓΦǓ�ȣȒ�ȠǦǓ�ǾǩǏǏǹǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ȒȖȅΛ�ǟȅȖ�ǾȅΚǓǾǓǿȠ�
ȠǦƺȠ�ǩș�ǾȅȖǓ�ǟȣǿ�ȠǦƺǿ�ǩȠ�ǹȅȅǷșঀ�

64  Nautilus  V3  � R

�ǹǩǾǈ�șȠȖƺǩǠǦȠ�ȣȒ�ȠǦǓ�ǟƺǉǓ�ǟȖȅǾ�ƺ�ǹǓǟȠেǟƺǉǩǿǠ�МƺǷǓ�ƺȠ�
6 feet. (Chris Summit)

65  Spider Crab  V5  R

�ǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�ȅΚǓȖǦƺǿǠǩǿǠ�ƺȖǓȠǓ�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǈƺǉǷșǩǏǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�
ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖঀ�2Ƞঢ়ș�ȅǟȠǓǿ�ΛǓȠॹ�ƺǿǏ�ȠǦǓ�șȒǩǏǓȖ�ǉȖƺǈș�ǹȅΚǓ�
every minute of it. (Chris Summit)

PROW BOULDER

61  Unnamed Prow  V3   R

^ȠƺȖȠ�ȅǿ�ƺ�Ƞƺǟȅǿǩ�ǟǓƺȠȣȖǓ�ƺȠࢷ��ǟǓǓȠ�ƺǿǏ�ǉǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�
ǦǓƺȖȠেșǦƺȒǓǏ�ǿȅșǓঀ��ȖǩȠȠǹǓ�ȖȅǉǷ�ƺǿǏ�ƺ�ȒǩȠ�ǾƺǷǓș�ȠǦǓ�
ΛǦȅǹǓ�ǓΠȒǓȖǩǓǿǉǓ�ƺ�ǈǩȠ�șǷǓȠǉǦΡঀ�শ[ǩǉǦǩǓ��șȕȣǩǈǓǹষ

PROW BOULDER ∞

61

CRABBY BOULDER PM

62

SPIDER CRAB BOULDER ∞

63 64

AMSPIDER CRAB BOULDER Ø

65

HORSESHOE POINT
From Secret Valley Boulders continue north along the trail. The 
Sunshine Slabs will be to the right in100 feet, and the 

Sabertooth Boulder is up the hill 200 feet farther. There are 
additional boulders beneath Horseshoe Point at the water’s edge. 
Go. The time has come for you to explore an area on your own.

Sabertooth 
Boulder

SUNSHINE SLAB

This beautiful slab sits along the trail and faces the 
ocean next to Horseshoe Point.

66  Sunshine Traverse  V1  � R

^ȠƺΡ�ǹȅΛ�ƺǿǏ�ȠȖƺΚǓȖșǓ�ǓǩȠǦǓȖ�ǏǩȖǓǉȠǩȅǿ�ƺǉȖȅșș�ȠǦǓ�șǹƺǈঀ�
(Chris Summit)

67  Secrets Slab  V1  ��    R

�ǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�ǹǓǟȠ�șǩǏǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�șǹƺǈ�ǈǓǹȅΛ�ƺ�ǏǩƺǠȅǿƺǹ�
seam. (Chris Summit)

68  Sunshine  V2  ��      R

�ǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�ǾǩǏǏǹǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�șǹƺǈঀ�|ȅȣ�ǠǓȠ�Ƞȅ�ȣșǓ�ȒȅǉǷǓȠș�
ȣǿȠǩǹঀঀঀ�ȠǦǓȖǓ�ǩșǿঢ়Ƞ�ƺǿΡ�ȠǦǩǿǠ�ǓǹșǓ�Ƞȅ�ǠȖƺǈঀ��ΚǓǿȠȣƺǹǹΡ�
Ρȅȣঢ়ǹǹ�ЙǿǏ�ȠǦǓ�ȠȅȒঀ

69  Sandpaper  V4  �   R

�ǿǠǹǓ�ȣȒ�ƺ�ǏǩƺǠȅǿƺǹ�șǓƺǾ�Ƞȅ�ǉǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�ȖǩǠǦȠ�șǩǏǓ�ȅǟ�
ȠǦǓ�șǹƺǈঀ�

SUNSHINE SLAB PM
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    DAD JOKE ALERT      
“The bird says I shouldn’t be sea-n lion around.” 

“You listen to that guy? Don’t be so gull-ible”

!!



296 297

the   absurdity   of   bouldering   the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   ab-
surdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   
bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  
the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   ab-
surdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   
bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  
the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   ab-
surdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   
bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  
the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   ab-
surdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   
bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  
the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   ab-
surdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   boulderi the   absurdity   of   
bouldering   the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  
the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   ab-
surdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   
bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  
the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   ab-
surdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   
bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  
the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   ab-
surdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   
bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering  the   absurdity   of   bouldering

THE 
ABSURDITY 

OF 
BOULDERING

 ·  SECRETS

SABERTOOTH BOULDER

70  Cherry Bomb  V3  � R

�ǓǠǩǿ�ȅǿ�ƺ�ǏǩƺǠȅǿƺǹ�ǓǏǠǓ�ƺȠࢵ��ǟǓǓȠঀ��ǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�
ǓΠȒȅșǓǏ�ǟƺǉǓঀ�eǦǓ�ȠȅȒ�ǩș�ȒȖǓȠȠΡ�ǏǩȖȠΡ�ǈȣȠ�ȠǦǓ�ΚǩǓΛ�ǩș�
șȠȣǿǿǩǿǠঀ��শ�ǦȖǩș�^ȣǾǾǩȠষ

71  Romancing the Stone  V6  � R

�ǹǩǾǈ�Cherry Bomb into Bottle Rocket. 
(Chris Summit)

72  Bottle Rocket  V4  � R

^ȠƺȖȠ�ȅǿ�ǓǏǠǓș�ƺȠࢵ��ǟǓǓȠঀ��ǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�ȖȅȣǿǏǓǏ�ƺȖǓȠǓঀ�
(Chris Summit)

73  Pachoong  V7  � R

�ǓǠǩǿ�ƺș�ȒǓȖ�Bottle Rocket,�ǈȣȠ�ȠȖƺΚǓȖșǓ�ǹǓǟȠ�ǩǿȠȅ�
Cherry Bomb. (Chris Summit)

SABERTOOTH BOULDER AM

74

75
76

PMSABERTOOTH BOULDER

70

72

7371

74

75

74  Sabertooth  V4  �� R

^ȠƺȖȠ�ȅǿ�ƺ�șǩǏǓȒȣǹǹ�ǟǓƺȠȣȖǓ�ǾǩǏΛƺΡ�ȣȒ�ȠǦǓ�ǹǓǟȠ�șǩǏǓ�ȅǟ�
ȠǦǓ�ƺȖǓȠǓঀ��ǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�ȅΚǓȖǦƺǿǠǩǿǠ�ƺȖǓȠǓঀ��
(Chris Summit) 

75  Sabertooth Low  V8  ��    R

�ǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�ǟȣǹǹ�ƺȖǓȠǓॹ�ǈǓǠǩǿǿǩǿǠ�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�ȖǩǠǦȠ�ǟƺǉǓ�
ΛǩȠǦ�ƺ�ȖǩǠǦȠ�ȒȅǉǷǓȠ�ƺǿǏ�ǹǓǟȠ�șǩǏǓȒȣǹǹঀ�eǦǓ�ǦȅǹǏș�
ƺȖǓ�ȅǈΚǩȅȣșॹ�ǈȣȠ�ǓΚǓȖΡȅǿǓ�șǓǓǾș�Ƞȅ�ǦƺΚǓ�ȠǦǓǩȖ�ȅΛǿ�
ȒǓȖșȅǿƺǹ�șǓȕȣǓǿǉǓঀ�eǦǓ�ȅȖǩǠǩǿƺǹ�Sabertooth Low start 
ǩș�ƺ�ǠȖƺǏǓ�ǓƺșǩǓȖॹ�ƺǿǏ�ǈǓǠǩǿș�ƺ�ǟǓΛ�ǾȅΚǓș�ǩǿ�ΛǩȠǦ�ƺ�
ǹǓǟȠ�ǦƺǿǏ�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�ƺȖǓȠǓ�ƺǿǏ�ƺ�ȖǩǠǦȠ�ǦƺǿǏ�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǟƺǉǓঀ�
শ@ȅΛǓȖ�ȒȅǉǷǓȠ�șȠƺȖȠॸ�?ǓΚǩǿ�=ȅȖǠǓșȅǿॹ�EǩǏΛƺΡ�ƺȖǓȠǓ�
start: Chris Summit)

76  Pit Pocket  V8  ��   R

^ȠƺȖȠ�ΛǩȠǦ�ȠΛȅ�ȒȅǉǷǓȠș�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǟƺǉǓঀ��ǹǩǾǈ�ȠǦǓ�
ȅΚǓȖǦƺǿǠǩǿǠ�Λƺǹǹঀ�শ?ǓΚǩǿ�=ȅȖǠǓșȅǿষ

77  Orange Crack  V0   R

eǦǓ�ΛǩǏǓ�ǉȖƺǉǷ�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǈƺǉǷșǩǏǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖ�Ǧƺș�
ǈǓǓǿ�ǉǹǩǾǈǓǏॹ�ǈȣȠ�ƺΚȅǩǏ�ȠǦǩș�ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾ�Ƞȅ�ȒȖǓșǓȖΚǓ�ȠǦǓ�
ǾƺǠǩǉƺǹ�ȅȖƺǿǠǓ�ǹǩǉǦǓǿঀ�শ�ǦȖǩș�^ȣǾǾǩȠষ

78  Orange Cave  V7 R

eǦǓ�ȅΚǓȖǦƺǿǠ�Ǧƺș�ǈǓǓǿ�ǉǹǩǾǈǓǏ�Ƞȅ�ƺ�ǏȖȅȒেȅАॹ�ǈȣȠ�
ƺǠƺǩǿॹ�Ǡȅ�ǉǹǩǾǈ�ƺ�ǟƺǉǓ�ΛǩȠǦȅȣȠ�ǩǿǉȖǓǏǩǈǹǓ�ǹǩǉǦǓǿঀ�
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By Matt McCormick
� eǩǈǓȠƺǿ�ǾȅǿǷș�Λǩǹǹ�șȒǓǿǏ�ΛǓǓǷș�ǉȖǓƺȠǩǿǠ�ƺ�
EƺǿǏƺǹƺॹ�ƺ�ǾǓȠǩǉȣǹȅȣșǹΡ�ǉȖƺǟȠǓǏ�ΛǦǓǓǹ�ȅǟ�ǓǹƺǈȅȖƺȠǓ�
ǉȅǹȅȖǓǏ�șƺǿǏ�ȒƺȠȠǓȖǿșঀ�eǦǓΡ�ȣșǓ�șǾƺǹǹ�ǾǓȠƺǹ�ǟȣǿǿǓǹș�
Ƞȅ�ǉƺȖǓǟȣǹǹΡ�ȒǹƺǉǓ�ȠǩǿΡ�ȒǩǹǓș�ȅǟ�șƺǿǏ�ǩǿ�ƺ�ΛǩǏǓǿǩǿǠ�
ǉǩȖǉǹǓ�ȅǟ�ǉȅǹȅȖǓǏ�ȒƺȠȠǓȖǿș�ƺǿǏ�șΡǾǈȅǹș�ȅǿ�ƺ�ȒǹƺȠǟȅȖǾॹ�
ȅǿ�ȠǦǓǩȖ�ǷǿǓǓșॹ�ΛȅȖǷǩǿǠ�ȅȣȠ�ǟȖȅǾ�ȠǦǓ�ǉǓǿȠǓȖঀ�eǦǓ�
ȖǓșȣǹȠ�ǩș�ƺ�șȠȣǿǿǩǿǠǹΡ�ǉȅǾȒǹǓΠ�ƺǿǏ�ǟȖƺǠǩǹǓ�șǓȠ�ȅǟ�
ǉǩȖǉȣǹƺȖॹ�ǠǓȅǾǓȠȖǩǉ�ȒƺȠȠǓȖǿș�ȅǟ�șƺǿǏঀ�vǦǓǿ�ȠǦǓΡ�ƺȖǓ�
ǏȅǿǓॹ�ȠǦǓΡ�ȅȒǓǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǾȅǿƺșȠǓȖΡ�ǏȖƺȒǓș�ƺǿǏ�ȠǦǓ�ΛǩǿǏ�
ǏǓșȠȖȅΡș�ȠǦǓ�ΛȅȖǷ�ȅǟ�ƺȖȠঀ�eǦǓ�ȒȅǩǿȠঁ�eǦǓ�ǾȅǿǷș�
ǩǿΚǓșȠ�ȠǦǓǩȖ�ȠǩǾǓ�ƺǿǏ�ΛȅȖǷ�ǩǿȠȅ�ȠǦǓ�ǈǓƺȣȠǩǟȣǹ�ΛȅȖǷ�
ȅǟ�ƺȖȠ�ΛǩȠǦ�ȠǦǓ�ǟȣǹǹ�ǷǿȅΛǹǓǏǠǓ�ȠǦƺȠ�ǩȠ�Λǩǹǹ�ǏǩșƺȒȒǓƺȖॹ�
and this serves to emphasize the impermanence 
ȅǟ�ȅȣȖ�ǹǩΚǓșॹ�ȅȣȖ�ȒȖȅǴǓǉȠșॹ�ƺǿǏ�ǓΚǓȖΡȠǦǩǿǠ�ΛǓ�
ǹȅΚǓঀ�eǦǓ�ƺǉȠ�ȒȣȠș�ȠǦǓ�ȣǹȠǩǾƺȠǓ�ȒȅǩǿȠǹǓșșǿǓșș�ȅǟ�
ȅȣȖ�ƺȠȠƺǉǦǾǓǿȠș�ǩǿȠȅ�ȠǦǓ�ƺȒȒȖȅȒȖǩƺȠǓ��ȣǏǏǦǩșȠ�
perspective.
� �ȅȣǹǏǓȖǩǿǠॹ�ǹǩǷǓ�ǓΚǓȖΡȠǦǩǿǠ�ǓǹșǓ�ΛǓ�Ǐȅॹ�ǩș�
șǩǾǩǹƺȖǹΡ�ȒȅǩǿȠǹǓșșঀ�vǓ�șȠȖȣǠǠǹǓ�ƺǿǏ�ǈƺȠȠǹǓ�ȣȒ�ȠǦǓ�
ǦƺȖǏ�șǩǏǓ�ȅǟ�ƺ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖ�ΛǦǓǿ�ƺ�ǹƺǏǏǓȖ�ΛȅȣǹǏ�ǠǩΚǓ�ȣș�
ǓƺșΡ�ƺǉǉǓșș�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ȠȅȒঀ�^ȅǾǓȠǩǾǓș�ȠǦǓ�ЙǿǩșǦ�ǦȅǹǏș�
ǉƺǿ�ǈǓ�ȖǓƺǉǦǓǏ�ǈΡ�șǩǾȒǹΡ�șȠƺǿǏǩǿǠ�ȣȒঀ�vǓ�ǩǾȒȅșǓ�
ƺȖǈǩȠȖƺȖΡ�ȖȣǹǓș�ȅǿ�ȅȣȖșǓǹΚǓșȠǦǓ�ƺșǉǓǿȠ�ǏȅǓșǿঢ়Ƞ�
ǉȅȣǿȠ�ǩǟ�Ρȅȣ�Ǐƺǈॻ�|ȅȣ�ǉƺǿঢ়Ƞ�ȣșǓ�ǉǓȖȠƺǩǿ�ǦȅǹǏșঀ�KȖ�
Ρȅȣ�ǉƺǿঢ়Ƞ�ȠȅȣǉǦ�ǉǓȖȠƺǩǿ�ǦȅǹǏș�ȣǿȠǩǹ�Ρȅȣঢ়ΚǓ�ȒȣǹǹǓǏ�
ȅА�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ǠȖȅȣǿǏঀ�KȖ�ƺ�ǦȅǹǏ�Λǩǹǹ�ǈȖǓƺǷ�ƺǿǏ�ȠǦǓ�
ȖȅȣȠǓ�Λǩǹǹ�ǈǓǉȅǾǓ�ǓƺșΡঀ�KǿǓ�ȒǓȖșȅǿঢ়ș�ǓȒǩǉ�ǈƺȠȠǹǓ�
ǩș�ƺǿȅȠǦǓȖ�ȒǓȖșȅǿঢ়ș�ǉƺșȣƺǹ�ΛƺǹǷেȣȒঀ�|ȅȣȖ�ȠǩȠƺǿǩǉ�
ƺǉǉȅǾȒǹǩșǦǾǓǿȠ�Λǩǹǹ�ǈǓ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠǹǓșș�Ƞȅ�ǓΚǓȖΡȅǿǓ�
ǩǿ�ƺ�ΡǓƺȖॹ�ȅȖ�ƺ�ΛǓǓǷॹ�ȅȖ�ǩǿ�ȠǓǿ�ǾǩǿȣȠǓșঀ�2ǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǓǿǏॹ�
ȠǦǓȖǓঢ়ș�ȖǓƺǹǹΡ�ǿȅ�ȒȅǩǿȠ�Ƞȅ�ǠǓȠȠǩǿǠ�ȅǿ�ȠȅȒঀ�2Ƞঢ়ș�ƺ�
șǓǓǾǩǿǠǹΡ�ǟȖȣǩȠǹǓșș�ȒȣȖșȣǩȠঀ�
� 2ǿ�ȅǿǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ǾȅșȠ�ǟƺǾȅȣș�ȒǩǓǉǓș�ȅǟ�ǾȅǏǓȖǿ�
ȒǦǩǹȅșȅȒǦΡॹ�'ȖǓǿǉǦ��ΠǩșȠǓǿȠǩƺǹǩșȠ��ǹǈǓȖȠ��ƺǾȣș�
turned the ancient Greek myth of Sisyphus on 
ǩȠș�ǦǓƺǏঀ�KȖǩǠǩǿƺǹǹΡॹ�^ǩșΡȒǦȣș�Λƺș�ǉȅǿǏǓǾǿǓǏ�Ƞȅ�
șȣАǓȖ�ǟȅȖ�Ǧǩș�ǾǩșǏǓǓǏșॹ�ȖȅǹǹǩǿǠ�ƺ�ǦȣǠǓ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖ�ȣȒ�ƺ�
Ǧǩǹǹ�ȅǿǹΡ�Ƞȅ�ǦƺΚǓ�ǩȠ�Ȗȅǹǹ�ǈƺǉǷ�ǏȅΛǿঀ�/Ǔ�ΛȅȣǹǏ�ȠǦǓǿ�
ǦƺΚǓ�Ƞȅ�ȠƺǷǓ�Ǧǩș�ȠƺșǷ�ǈƺǉǷ�ȣȒॹ�ȒȣșǦǩǿǠ�ǩȠ�ȣȒ�ƺǠƺǩǿ�

ƺǿǏ�ƺǠƺǩǿ�ǟȅȖ�ǓȠǓȖǿǩȠΡঀ��ƺǾȣș�ȖǓΚǓȖșǓǏ�ȠǦǓ�șȠȅȖΡআ�
ΛǦƺȠ�ǾƺǷǓș�Ǧǩș�ȠƺșǷ�șǓǓǾ�ǹǩǷǓ�ȠȅȖǾǓǿȠ�Ƞȅ�ȣș�ǩș�ȠǦǓ�
ǾǩșȠƺǷǓǿ�ǈǓǹǩǓǟ�ȠǦƺȠ�ȠǦǓ�ȠƺșǷ�ǩș�ȒȅǩǿȠǹǓșș�ƺǠƺǩǿșȠ�
ƺ�ǈȖȅƺǏǓȖ�ǟȖƺǾǓΛȅȖǷ�ȅǟ�ǴȣșȠǩǉǓॹ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠǟȣǹǿǓșșॹ�
ƺǿǏ�ΛȅȖȠǦΛǦǩǹǓ�ȒȣȖșȣǩȠșঀ�2Ƞঢ়ș�ƺ�ǾǩșȠƺǷǓॹ��ƺǾȣș�
ƺȖǠȣǓǏॹ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǩǿǷ�ȠǦƺȠ�ȠǦǓȖǓ�ǩș�șȅǾǓ�ǏǓǓȒǓȖॹ�ȅǈǴǓǉȠǩΚǓॹ�
ȣǿǩΚǓȖșƺǹ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠ�ȠǦƺȠ�ǏǓȖǩΚǓș�ǟȖȅǾ�(ȅǏ�ȅȖ�ȖǓƺǹǩȠΡঀ�
�ǹǹ�ǦȣǾƺǿ�șȠȖǩΚǩǿǠ�ƺǿǏ�ȒȖȅǴǓǉȠș�ƺȖǓ�ƺǈșȣȖǏঀ�eǦǓ�
ȣǿǩΚǓȖșǓ�ǩș�ǩǿǏǩАǓȖǓǿȠ�Ƞȅ�ȅȣȖ�șȠȖȣǠǠǹǓșঀ�^ǩșΡȒǦȣșঢ়�
ȠƺșǷ�ǩș�ǿȅ�ǾȅȖǓ�ȅȖ�ǹǓșș�ΛȅȖȠǦΛǦǩǹǓ�ȠǦƺǿ�ƺǿΡ�ȅȠǦǓȖ�
ȒȖȅǴǓǉȠ�ΛǓ�ȒȣȠ�ȅȣȖșǓǹΚǓș�Ƞȅঀ��ƺǾȣș�ȖǓǩǾƺǠǩǿǓș�
^ǩșΡȒǦȣș�ƺș�ƺ�ǦǓȖȅ�ΛǦȅ�ȣǿǏǓȖșȠƺǿǏș�Ǧǩș�ȒǹǩǠǦȠॹ�șǓǓș�
the inherent absurdity of his situation and embraces 
ǩȠঀ�/Ǔ�ȖǓǿȅȣǿǉǓș�ǏǓșȒƺǩȖ�ƺǿǏ�ǉǦȅȅșǓș�Ƞȅ�ǓΠǓȖȠ�
ǦǩǾșǓǹǟ�ǩǿȠȅ�ȠǦǓ�ΛȅȖǹǏ�ƺǿǏ�ǟȅȖǠǓ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠǟȣǹǿǓșș�
ǟȖȅǾ�Ǧǩș�ǉǦȅǩǉǓș�ƺǿǏ�Ǧǩș�Λǩǹǹঀ�2ǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǾȅǾǓǿȠ�ΛǦǓǿ�
^ǩșΡȒǦȣș�ȠȣȖǿș�ƺǿǏ�ȠȖȣǏǠǓș�ǈƺǉǷ�ǏȅΛǿ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�
ǈȅȠȠȅǾ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�Ǧǩǹǹ�Ƞȅ�șȠƺȖȠ�ȅΚǓȖ�ΛǩȠǦ�ǟȣǹǹ�ǷǿȅΛǹǓǏǠǓ�
ƺǿǏ�ǈΡ�ǉǦȅǩǉǓॹ��ƺǾȣș�ǩǾƺǠǩǿǓș�ȠǦƺȠ�ǦǓ�ǩș�șȣȒǓȖǩȅȖ�
Ƞȅ�Ǧǩș�ǟƺȠǓঀ�/Ǔ�ǩș�șȠȖȅǿǠǓȖ�ȠǦƺǿ�Ǧǩș�ȖȅǉǷঀ�
� eǦǓ�ȒȅǩǿȠ�ȖǓșȅǿƺȠǓș�ǩǿ�ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠঀ�eǦǓȖǓঢ়ș�ǿȅ�
ȣǹȠǩǾƺȠǓ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠ�Ƞȅ�ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠॹ�ȠǦǓ�ƺǉǉȅǾȒǹǩșǦǾǓǿȠ�
Λȅǿঢ়Ƞ�ǹƺșȠॹ�șȅǾǓȅǿǓ�ǓǹșǓ�Λǩǹǹ�ǉȅǾǓ�ƺǹȅǿǠ�ƺǿǏ�Ǐȅ�ǩȠ�
ǈǓȠȠǓȖॹ�ǟƺșȠǓȖॹ�ȅȖ�ǩǿ�ǈǓȠȠǓȖ�șȠΡǹǓঀ�hǹȠǩǾƺȠǓǹΡ�ȠǦǓ�ǦȅǹǏș�
Λǩǹǹ�ǓȖȅǏǓ�ǩǿȠȅ�șƺǿǏঀ�'ȅȖ�ƺ�ǾȅǾǓǿȠॹ�ǦȅΛǓΚǓȖॹ�ΛǓ�
ǉǦȅȅșǓ�Ƞȅ�ǓΠǓȖȠ�ȅȣȖșǓǹΚǓș�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ΛȅȖǹǏॹ�ΛǓ�ǟƺǉǓ�ȅȣȖ�
ȒȅșǩȠǩȅǿ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ȣǿǩΚǓȖșǓ�ǏǩȖǓǉȠǹΡॹ�ΛǓ�ǾƺǷǓ�ƺ�ǠƺǾǓ�ȅǟ�
ǩȠॹ�ƺǿǏ�ΛǓ�ȠǦȖȅΛ�ȅȣȖșǓǹΚǓș�ǩǿȠȅ�ǩȠ�ΛǩȠǦ�ǓǿȠǦȣșǩƺșǾঀ�
EȅȖǓ�ǩǾȒȅȖȠƺǿȠǹΡॹ�ΛǓ�Ǐȅ�ǩȠ�ǩǿ�ƺ�ΛƺΡ�ȠǦƺȠ�ȠƺΠǓș�ȣș�
ȒǦΡșǩǉƺǹǹΡ�ƺǿǏ�ǾǓǿȠƺǹǹΡ�Ƞȅ�ȅȣȖ�ǹǩǾǩȠșঀ�vǦǓǿ�ΛǓ�
ȒȖǓΚƺǩǹॹ�ΛǓ�ЙǿǏ�ƺǿȅȠǦǓȖ�ȖȅȣȠǓ�ȅȖ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖ�ƺǿǏ�Ǐȅ�ǩȠ�
ƺǠƺǩǿঀ�
� �ƺǿǩǓǹ�vȅȅǏș�șȒǓǿȠࢹࢶ��ǏƺΡș�ȅǟ�ǓАȅȖȠ�ȅǿ�Return 
of the Sleepwalker�ƺȠ�[ǓǏ�[ȅǉǷ��ƺǿΡȅǿॹ�FǓΚƺǏƺॹ�ȅǿǓ�
ȅǟ�ȠΛȅ�tࢸࢲș�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ΛȅȖǹǏ�ƺȠ�ȠǦǓ�ȠǩǾǓঀ�/Ǔ�ǹǩΚǓǏॹ�ƺȠǓॹ�
ƺǿǏ�ǈȖǓƺȠǦǓǏ�ȠǦƺȠ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖ�ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾঀ�/Ǔ�ȖǓǏǓșǩǠǿǓǏ�
Ǧǩș�ǹǩǟǓ�Ƞȅ�ǉǹǩǾǈ�ǩȠঀ�vƺȠǉǦǩǿǠ�ȠǦǓ�ΚǩǏǓȅ�ΛǦǓȖǓ�
ǦǓ�ȒǓȖșǩșȠǓǿȠǹΡ�ΛȅȖǷș�ǓΚǓȖΡ�ǾȅΚǓ�ǩș�ȖǓǾƺȖǷƺǈǹǓঀ�
/Ǔ�ǾƺǷǓș�ȠǩǿΡ�ǩǾȒȖȅΚǓǾǓǿȠș�ǹǩǿǷǩǿǠ�ǴȣșȠ�ƺ�ǟǓΛ�
ǾȅΚǓșॹ�ȠǦǓǿ�ǦǓঢ়ș�șǓȠ�ǈƺǉǷঀ�/ǩș�șǷǩǿ�ǠǓȠș�ȠȅȖǿ�ƺǿǏ�

77

78



298 299

ȠǦǓ�ΛǦȅǹǓ�ǓАȅȖȠ�ȅǟ�ƺ�ǈȅǏΡ�șȠȖƺǩǿǩǿǠ�Ƞȅ�ȖƺǩșǓ�ȠǦǓ�ǦȣǠǓ�
șȠȅǿǓॹ�Ƞȅ�Ȗȅǹǹ�ǩȠॹ�ƺǿǏ�ȒȣșǦ�ǩȠ�ȣȒ�ƺ�șǹȅȒǓ�ƺ�ǦȣǿǏȖǓǏ�
ȠǩǾǓș�ȅΚǓȖআ�ȅǿǓ�șǓǓș�ȠǦǓ�ǟƺǉǓ�șǉȖǓΛǓǏ�ȣȒॹ�ȠǦǓ�ǉǦǓǓǷ�
ȠǩǠǦȠ�ƺǠƺǩǿșȠ�ȠǦǓ�șȠȅǿǓॹ�ȠǦǓ�șǦȅȣǹǏǓȖ�ǈȖƺǉǩǿǠ�ȠǦǓ�ǉǹƺΡে
ǉȅΚǓȖǓǏ�Ǿƺșșॹ�ȠǦǓ�ǟȅȅȠ�ΛǓǏǠǩǿǠ�ǩȠॹ�ȠǦǓ�ǟȖǓșǦ�șȠƺȖȠ�
ΛǩȠǦ�ƺȖǾș�ȅȣȠșȠȖǓȠǉǦǓǏॹ�ȠǦǓ�ΛǦȅǹǹΡ�ǦȣǾƺǿ�șǓǉȣȖǩȠΡ�
ȅǟ�ȠΛȅ�ǓƺȖȠǦǉǹȅȠȠǓǏ�ǦƺǿǏșঀ
� 2ǿ��ΠǩșȠǓǿȠǩƺǹǩșǾ�ǩș�ƺ�/ȣǾƺǿǩșǾॹ�=Ǔƺǿ�Xƺȣǹ�
^ƺȖȠȖǓ�ƺȖǠȣǓǏॹ�ǹǩǷǓ��ƺǾȣșॹ�ȠǦƺȠ�ΛǓঢ়ȖǓ�ǏǓЙǿǓǏ�ǈΡ�
ȅȣȖ�ȖƺǏǩǉƺǹ�ǟȖǓǓǏȅǾ�ƺǿǏ�ΛǦƺȠ�ΛǓ�ǉȖǓƺȠǓ�ΛǩȠǦ�ȅȣȖ�
ǉǦȅǩǉǓș�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ΛȅȖǹǏॸ�FȅȠ�ȠǦƺȠ�ǦǓ�ǩș�șǩǾȒǹΡ�ΛǦƺȠ�ǦǓ�
ǉȅǿǉǓǩΚǓș�ǦǩǾșǓǹǟ�Ƞȅ�ǈǓॹ�ǈȣȠ�ǦǓ�ǩș�ΛǦƺȠ�ǦǓ�Λǩǹǹșॹ�ƺǿǏ�
ƺș�ǦǓ�ǉȅǿǉǓǩΚǓș�ǦǩǾșǓǹǟ�ƺǟȠǓȖ�ƺǹȖǓƺǏΡ�ǓΠǩșȠǩǿǠ��ƺș�ǦǓ�
Λǩǹǹș�Ƞȅ�ǈǓ�ƺǟȠǓȖ�ȠǦƺȠ�ǹǓƺȒ�ȠȅΛƺȖǏș�ǓΠǩșȠǓǿǉǓঀ�Eƺǿ�ǩș�
ǿȅȠǦǩǿǠ�ǓǹșǓ�ǈȣȠ�ȠǦƺȠ�ΛǦǩǉǦ�ǦǓ�ǾƺǷǓș�ȅǟ�ǦǩǾșǓǹǟঀ�
vǦǓǿ�ΛǓ�ǉǦȅȅșǓ�ƺǿǏ�ƺǉȠॹ�ΛǓ�ǈȖǩǿǠ�ȅȣȖșǓǹΚǓș�ǩǿȠȅ�
ǈǓǩǿǠ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ΛȅȖǹǏॸ�ȅǟ�ƺǹǹ�ȠǦǓ�ƺǉȠǩȅǿș�ƺ�Ǿƺǿ�ǾƺΡ�
ȠƺǷǓ�ǩǿ�ȅȖǏǓȖ�Ƞȅ�ǉȖǓƺȠǓ�ǦǩǾșǓǹǟ�ƺș�ǦǓ�Λǩǹǹș�Ƞȅ�ǈǓॹ�ȠǦǓȖǓ�
ǩș�ǿȅȠ�ȅǿǓ�ΛǦǩǉǦ�ǩș�ǿȅȠ�ǉȖǓƺȠǩΚǓॹ�ƺȠ�ȠǦǓ�șƺǾǓ�ȠǩǾǓॹ�ȅǟ�
ƺǿ�ǩǾƺǠǓ�ȅǟ�Ǿƺǿ�șȣǉǦ�ƺș�ǦǓ�ǈǓǹǩǓΚǓș�ǦǓ�ȅȣǠǦȠ�Ƞȅ�ǈǓঀ�
eȅ�ǉǦȅȅșǓ�ǈǓȠΛǓǓǿ�ȠǦǩș�ȅȖ�ȠǦƺȠ�ǩș�ƺȠ�ȠǦǓ�șƺǾǓ�ȠǩǾǓ�
Ƞȅ�ƺГȖǾ�ȠǦǓ�ΚƺǹȣǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦƺȠ�ΛǦǩǉǦ�ǩș�ǉǦȅșǓǿঀ�^ƺȖȠȖǓ�

ȠǦȅȣǠǦȠ�ȠǦƺȠ�ΛǓ�ƺǉǦǩǓΚǓǏ�ƺ�ȣǿǩȕȣǓ�ȠȖƺǿșǉǓǿǏǓǿǉǓ�
ȅǟ�ȅȣȖ�ȒǹǩǠǦȠ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ΛȅȖǹǏ�ǈΡ�șǓǓǩǿǠ�ǩȠ�ǟȅȖ�ΛǦƺȠ�ǩȠ�ǩșॹ�
ƺǿǏ�ȠǦǓǿ�ǉǦȅȅșǩǿǠ�Ƞȅ�ƺǉȠ�ǏǓșȒǩȠǓ�ȠǦƺȠ�ǷǿȅΛǹǓǏǠǓঀ�
/Ǔ�șǓǓǾș�Ƞȅ�ǓǉǦȅ�ƺ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖǩǿǠ�ȒȖȅǴǓǉȠॸ�ǩȠ�ǩș�ǩǿ�
ȒȖȅǴǓǉȠǩǿǠ�ƺǿǏ�ǹȅșǩǿǠ�ǦǩǾșǓǹǟ�ǈǓΡȅǿǏ�ǦǩǾșǓǹǟ�ȠǦƺȠ�
ǦǓ�ǾƺǷǓș�Ǿƺǿ�Ƞȅ�ǓΠǩșȠআ�ƺǿǏॹ�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�ȅȠǦǓȖ�ǦƺǿǏॹ�ǩȠ�
ǩș�ǈΡ�ȒȣȖșȣǩǿǠ�ȠȖƺǿșǉǓǿǏǓǿȠ�ƺǩǾș�ȠǦƺȠ�ǦǓ�ǦǩǾșǓǹǟ�
ǩș�ƺǈǹǓ�Ƞȅ�ǓΠǩșȠঀ�^ǩǿǉǓ�Ǿƺǿ�ǩș�ȠǦȣș�șǓǹǟেșȣȖȒƺșșǩǿǠॹ�
ƺǿǏ�ǉƺǿ�ǠȖƺșȒ�ȅǈǴǓǉȠș�ȅǿǹΡ�ǩǿ�ȖǓǹƺȠǩȅǿ�Ƞȅ�Ǧǩș�șǓǹǟে
șȣȖȒƺșșǩǿǠॹ�ǦǓ�ǩș�ǦǩǾșǓǹǟ�ȠǦǓ�ǦǓƺȖȠ�ƺǿǏ�ǉǓǿȠǓȖ�ȅǟ�Ǧǩș�
ȠȖƺǿșǉǓǿǏǓǿǉǓঀ
� eǦǓ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠ�ȅǟ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖǩǿǠ�ǩș�ǩǿ�ǩȠș�ǏǩГǉȣǹȠΡঀ�
2Ƞ�ǠǩΚǓș�ȣș�ƺ�ȒȖȅǉǓșș�ǟȅȖ�ȠȖƺǿșǉǓǿǏǩǿǠ�ȅȣȖ�ȒǓȖșȅǿƺǹॹ�
ȒǦΡșǩǉƺǹॹ�ƺǿǏ�ǓǾȅȠǩȅǿƺǹ�ǹǩǾǩȠșॹ�ƺǿǏ�ƺǉǦǩǓΚǩǿǠ�șǓǹǟে
ǷǿȅΛǹǓǏǠǓঀ

Matt McCormick is a professor of philosophy at 
California State University, Sacramento. You’ ll 
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ȿȅȤɂȸǙȞǮȿȅ�ȿȈȝǲࣚত

ǦǓ�Ǧƺș�Ƞȅ�ȒƺȣșǓঀ�/Ǔ�ǉǦƺǿǠǓș�Ǧǩș�ǈǓȠƺ�ȅΚǓȖ�ƺǿǏ�ȅΚǓȖ�
ƺǠƺǩǿঀ�FȅȠǦǩǿǠ�șǓǓǾș�Ƞȅ�ΛȅȖǷঀ�/Ǔ�ǟƺǉǓș�ȒȖȅǟȅȣǿǏॹ�
șǉȖǓƺǾǩǿǠেƺȠেȠǦǓেǦǩǹǹș�ǟȖȣșȠȖƺȠǩȅǿঀ�/Ǔ�ǉǦƺǿǠǓș�Ǧǩș�
ǏǩǓȠঀ�/Ǔ�șȠȖǩȒș�ǏȅΛǿ�Ǧǩș�ǹǩǟǓ�ƺǿǏ�ǹǩΚǓș�ǩǿ�ƺ�ȠǓǿȠ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�
ǏǩȖȠঀ�/Ǔ�ǉȅǾǓș�ǈƺǉǷ�ǏƺΡ�ƺǟȠǓȖ�ǏƺΡঀ�/Ǔ�ǟƺǩǹș�ǉȅȣǿȠǹǓșș�
ȠǩǾǓșঀ�KǈșǓșșǩȅǿ�ΛǩȠǦ�Ǧǩș�Ǡȅƺǹ�ǏȖǩΚǓș�ǦǩǾ�ȅǿ�ǏǓșȒǩȠǓ�
the setbacks. 
� eǦǓ�ȒȖȅǟȅȣǿǏ�ȒȅΛǓȖ�ƺǿǏ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠ�ȅǟ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖǩǿǠ�
ǩș�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǉǦƺǹǹǓǿǠǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ǾȅΚǓșঀ��ȅȣǹǏǓȖǩǿǠ�ǩș�
ȣǿǩȕȣǓ�ƺǾȅǿǠ�ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠঢ়ș�ǏǩșǉǩȒǹǩǿǓș�ǟȅȖ�ǩȠș�șǩǿǠǹǩǿǠ�
ȅȣȠ�șǦǓǓȖ�ǏǩГǉȣǹȠΡ�ƺș�ǩȠș�șǓǹǟেƺǉǷǿȅΛǹǓǏǠǓǏ�Ǡȅƺǹঀ�
eǦǓ�ȒȅǩǿȠ�ǩș�Ƞȅ�ȒǩȠ�ΡȅȣȖșǓǹǟ�ƺǠƺǩǿșȠ�ǾȅΚǓș�ȠǦƺȠ�ƺȖǓ�ƺȠ�
�ȅȖ�ǈǓΡȅǿǏ��ΡȅȣȖ�ƺǈșȅǹȣȠǓ�
ǹǩǾǩȠঀ�eǦǓ�ȒȅǩǿȠ�ǩș�Ƞȅ�ЙǿǏ�ƺ�
ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾ�ȠǦƺȠ�ǩș�ȅǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǓǏǠǓ�
ȅǟ�ΡȅȣȖ�ƺǈǩǹǩȠǩǓș�ƺǿǏ�ȠǦǓǿ�Ƞȅ�
ΛȅȖǷ�ȣǿȠǩǹ�Ρȅȣ�ǉƺǿ�ȅΚǓȖǉȅǾǓ�
ǩȠঀ�2Ƞঢ়ș�ȅǿǓ�ȠǦǩǿǠ�Ƞȅ�ΛƺǿǏǓȖ�
ƺȖȅȣǿǏ�ȠǦǓ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖșॹ�ȒǩǉǷ�
ȅȣȠ�ȠǦǓ�ȅǈΚǩȅȣșॹ�ǓƺșΡ�ǹǩǿǓș�
ƺǿǏ�ЙȖǓ�ȠǦǓǾ�ǩǿ�ƺ�ȠȖΡ�Ƞȅ�ȠΛȅঀ�
�ȣȠ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖǓȖș�ǷǿȅΛ�ȠǦƺȠ�
șȅǾǓȠǦǩǿǠ�ǏǩАǓȖǓǿȠ�ǦƺȒȒǓǿș�
ΛǦǓǿ�Ρȅȣ�ǏǓǓȒǹΡ�ǉȅǾǾǩȠ�Ƞȅ�
ƺ�ȒȖȅǴǓǉȠ�ƺǿǏ�ȒȣȠ�ǩǿࢱࢳ��ȅȖࢱࢴ��
ȅȖࢱࢶ��ƺȠȠǓǾȒȠș�ȅǿ�ƺ�ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾ�
ȅΚǓȖ�ΛǓǓǷșॹ�ȅȖ�ǾȅǿȠǦșॹ�
ȅȖ�ǓΚǓǿ�ΡǓƺȖșঀ�vǦǓǿ�ȠǦǓ�
ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾ�ǩș�ȠǦƺȠ�ǦƺȖǏॹ�ǠǩΚǓǿ�ΡȅȣȖ�ǉȣȖȖǓǿȠ�șǷǩǹǹș�ƺǿǏ�
ЙȠǿǓșșॹ�Ρȅȣঢ়ȖǓ�ǟȅȖǉǓǏ�Ƞȅ�ȣǿǏǓȖǠȅ�ƺ�ǿǓΛ�ǹǓΚǓǹ�ȅǟ�ǏǓǓȒ�
ƺǿǏ�ǦȅǿǓșȠ�șǓǹǟেǓΚƺǹȣƺȠǩȅǿঀ�^ǓǹǟেǏȅȣǈȠ�ƺǿǏ�ǏǓǟǓƺȠ�
ǉȅǿșȠƺǿȠǹΡ�ȒǹƺǠȣǓ�Ρȅȣঀ�|ȅȣঢ়ȖǓ�ǉȅǿǟȖȅǿȠǓǏ�ΛǩȠǦ�ǓΚǓȖΡ�
șȒǓǉǩЙǉ�ΛǓƺǷǿǓșș�ƺǿǏ�ǟƺȣǹȠ�Ρȅȣ�ǦƺΚǓঀ�|ȅȣȖ�Λǩǹǹ�
ǟƺǹȠǓȖșঀ�eǦǓȖǓঢ়ș�ǿȅ�ǈǹȣГǿǠ�ȅȖ�ǉǦǓƺȠǩǿǠ�ȅȖ�ǉȅǿǉǓƺǹǩǿǠ�
ǟƺǩǹȣȖǓঀ�|ȅȣঢ়ȖǓ�ǟȅȖǉǓǏ�Ƞȅ�ǈǓ�ǉȖǓƺȠǩΚǓॹ�ǩǿǿȅΚƺȠǩΚǓॹ�ƺǿǏ�
devise moves with your body that you had no idea 
ΛǓȖǓ�ȒȅșșǩǈǹǓঀ��ǿǏ�ȠǦȖȅȣǠǦ�ȠǦǓ�ȒȖȅǉǓșșॹ�ȠǦǓ�ƺǈșȣȖǏ�
ƺǿǏ�ȠǦǓ�ǩǾȒȅșșǩǈǹǓ�ǈǓǉȅǾǓș�ȖȅȣȠǩǿǓআ�Ρȅȣ�șȠƺȖȠ�ǏȅǩǿǠ�
ƺ�ǾȅΚǓॹ�ȠǦǓǿ�ǹǩǿǷǩǿǠ�ǾȅΚǓșॹ�ȠǦǓǿ�ǠǓȠȠǩǿǠ�ȠǦǓ�ǉȖȣΠॹ�
ƺǿǏ�ȠǦǓǿ�Ρȅȣ�șȠƺȖȠ�ǹǩǿǷǩǿǠ�ȠǦȖȅȣǠǦ�ȠǦǓ�ǉȖȣΠॹ�ƺǿǏ�
șȅ�ȅǿঀ�2ǾȒȅșșǩǈǹǓ�ǾȅΚǓș�șȠƺȖȠ�ǹȅȅǷǩǿǠ�ƺǿǏ�ǟǓǓǹǩǿǠ�
ǏǩАǓȖǓǿȠॹ�ƺǿǏ�ȠǦǓ�ΛǦȅǹǓ�șǓȕȣǓǿǉǓ�șȠƺȖȠș�Ƞȅ�șǓǓǾ�
ȒȅșșǩǈǹǓঀ�'ǩǿƺǹǹΡॹ�ǓΚǓȖΡȠǦǩǿǠ�ǉȅǾǓș�ȠȅǠǓȠǦǓȖ�ǟȅȖ�ȠǦǓ�
send. 
� vǦǓǿ�ǦǓ�ǉǹǩǾǈǓǏ�Return of the Sleepwalkerॹ�
ǩȠ�Λƺș�ƺ�ΚǩǉȠȅȖΡ�ǟȅȖ�vȅȅǏșॹ�ƺǿǏ�ǟȅȖ�ǉǹǩǾǈǩǿǠ�ǩǿ�
ǠǓǿǓȖƺǹঀ�eǦǓ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖ�ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾ�șǓȠ�ǿǓΛ�șȠƺǿǏƺȖǏș�
ȅǟ�ǏǩГǉȣǹȠΡ�ƺǿǏ�ȖǓȒȖǓșǓǿȠǓǏ�ƺ�ǿǓΠȠ�ǹǓΚǓǹ�ǩǿ�
ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖǩǿǠঀ�/Ǔঢ়ș�șǦȅΛǿ�ȣș�ΛǦƺȠ�ǩș�ȒȅșșǩǈǹǓঀ��ȣȠ�
ȠǦǓȖǓঢ়ș�ƺǹșȅ�șȅǾǓȠǦǩǿǠ�ǏǩșșƺȠǩșǟΡǩǿǠॹ�ȠȖƺǠǩǉॹ�ȅȖ�ǓΚǓǿ�
ǏǩșƺȒȒȅǩǿȠǩǿǠ�ƺǈȅȣȠ�Ǧǩș�ȒȣǹǹǩǿǠ�ȅǿȠȅ�ǓƺșΡ�ǦȅǹǏș�
ƺȠ�ȠǦǓ�ȠȅȒঀ�2Ƞঢ়ș�ȅΚǓȖঀ�eǦǓ�șȠȖȣǠǠǹǓॹ�ȠǦǓ�ȣǿǉǓȖȠƺǩǿȠΡॹ�
ȠǦǓ�ǉȣșȒ�ȅǟ�ǟƺǩǹȣȖǓॹ�ƺǿǏ�ȠǦǓ�ȒȖȅǟȅȣǿǏ�ƺǹȠǓȖǓǏ�șȠƺȠǓ�
ȅǟ�ΛȅȖǷॹ�ЙȠǿǓșșॹ�ȅǈșǓșșǩȅǿॹ�ǉȅǾǾǩȠǾǓǿȠॹ�ƺǿǏ�
ǏǓǏǩǉƺȠǩȅǿ�ƺȖǓ�ƺǹǹ�ȅΚǓȖঀ�eǦǓ�ȠƺșǷ�ȠǦƺȠ�ǦƺǏ�ǏǓЙǿǓǏ�
ǦǩǾ�ƺǿǏ�ǠǩΚǓǿ�ǦǩǾ�ȒȣȖȒȅșǓ�ǟȅȖ�ȠΛȅ�ΡǓƺȖș�ȅǟ�Ǧǩș�ǹǩǟǓ�
Λƺș�ȅΚǓȖঀ�eǦǓȖǓ�ǩș�șƺȠǩșǟƺǉȠǩȅǿॹ�ǈȣȠ�ȠǦǓ�ΚǩǉȠȅȖΡ�ǩș�
temporary. 

� �ǹǩǾǈǓȖș�ǷǿȅΛ�ȠǦǓ�ƺǿșΛǓȖ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǩș�ǏǩǹǓǾǾƺॸ�
ΛǦƺȠঢ়ș�ȠǦǓ�ЙȖșȠ�ȠǦǩǿǠ�ȠǦƺȠ�ǉȅǾǓș�ǩǿȠȅ�ȅȣȖ�ǾǩǿǏș�
after that moment of triumph and satisfaction with 
șȣǉǉǓșșঁ�eǦǓ�ǿǓΠȠ�ȒȖȅǴǓǉȠঀ�vǦƺȠ�ǩș�ȠǦǓ�ǿǓΠȠ�ǉȖȣΠ�ȠǦƺȠ�
2�ǉƺǿ�ȒȣȠ�ǾΡșǓǹǟ�ƺǠƺǩǿșȠঁ�eǦǓ�ȒȖȅǉǓșș�ǩș�ȠǦǓ�ȒȅǩǿȠॹ�
șȅ�ΛǓ�ȠȖΡ�Ƞȅ�ǠǓȠ�ǈƺǉǷ�ǩǿȠȅ�ȠǦƺȠ�ǦǓƺǏ�ƺǿǏ�ǈȅǏΡ�șȒƺǉǓঀ�
KǿǉǓ�ȠǦǓ�ǿǓΠȠ�ȅǿǓ�ǩș�ǏȅǿǓॹ�ΛǓ�ЙǿǏ�ƺǿȅȠǦǓȖ�ȅǿǓ�
ȠǦƺȠঢ়ș�ǦƺȖǏǓȖॹ�ȠǦƺȠ�Λǩǹǹ�ȠƺǷǓ�ǹȅǿǠǓȖॹ�ȅȖ�ȠǦƺȠ�Ǧƺș�ǾȅȖǓ�
ǾȅΚǓșॹ�ƺǿǏ�ȅǿ�ƺǿǏ�ȅǿঀ�
� eǦǓ�eǩǈǓȠƺǿ�ǾȅǿǷșॹ�ǓΚǓǿ�ǩǿ�ƺǉǷǿȅΛǹǓǏǠǩǿǠ�
ȠǦǓ��ȣǏǏǦƺঢ়ș�ȒȅǩǿȠ�ƺǈȅȣȠ�ȠǦǓ�ǩǾȒǓȖǾƺǿǓǿǉǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�
ǾƺȠǓȖǩƺǹ�ΛȅȖǹǏॹ�Ǐȅǿঢ়Ƞ�ǏǓșȒƺǩȖঀ�eǦǓΡঢ়ȖǓ�ǿȅȠ�ǏǓȠǓȖȖǓǏ�

from the time and investment 
ȅǟ�ǓǿǓȖǠΡ�ǩȠ�ȠƺǷǓș�Ƞȅ�ǉȖǓƺȠǓ�
ȠǦǓ�ǈǓƺȣȠǩǟȣǹ�ΛȅȖǷ�ȅǟ�ƺȖȠঀ�
2ǿ�ǟƺǉȠॹ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǹǩǠǦȠ�ȅǟ�ǩȠș�
ǩǾȒǓȖǾƺǿǓǿǉǓॹ�ȠǦǓ�EƺǿǏƺǹƺ�
ǩș�ƺǹǹ�ȠǦǓ�ǾȅȖǓ�ǈǓƺȣȠǩǟȣǹ�ƺǿǏ�
ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠǟȣǹঀ�শ�ǦȖǩș�^ǦƺȖǾƺ�
șǓȠ�ΛȅȖǹǏ�șȠƺǿǏƺȖǏș�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǏƺΡ�
ΛǩȠǦ�ƺ�ǿȅΛ�ǟƺǾȅȣș�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖ�
ȒȖȅǈǹǓǾ�ǿƺǾǓǏ�EƺǿǏƺǹƺॹ�
tࢳࢲॹ�ǩǿ��ǩșǦȅȒॹ����ǩǿࢱࢱࢱࢳ�ঀষ�
eǦǓΡ�ǓǾǈȖƺǉǓ�ȠǦǓ�ΛȅȖǷॹ�ȠǦǓΡ�
ǹǓƺǿ�ǩǿॹ�ȠǦǓΡ�ǠǩΚǓ�ǩȠ�ȠǦǓǩȖ�ǟȣǹǹ�
ǓАȅȖȠ�ΛǩȠǦ�ǟȣǹǹ�ǷǿȅΛǹǓǏǠǓ�
ȠǦƺȠ�ΛǦǓǿ�ȠǦǓΡ�ƺȖǓ�ǏȅǿǓॹ�
ǩȠ�Λǩǹǹ�ǏǩșƺȒȒǓƺȖঀ�2Ƞঢ়ș�ǾȅȖǓ�

ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠǟȣǹ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ǹǩǠǦȠ�ȅǟ�ǩȠș�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠǹǓșșǿǓșșঀ�
� �ƺǾȣș�ƺǿǏ�ȠǦǓ�ǓΠǩșȠǓǿȠǩƺǹǩșȠș�ΛǓȖǓ�ǉȅǿǟȖȅǿȠǓǏ�
ΛǩȠǦ�ȠǦǓ�șȠƺǠǠǓȖǩǿǠ�șǉƺǹǓ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ǦȅȖȖȅȖș�ȅǟ�vv22�
ƺǿǏ�ǦƺǏ�ǉȅǾǓ�Ƞȅ�ȖǓȠǦǩǿǷ�ȠǦǓ�ǦƺǹǹȅΛǓǏॹ�șȒǓǉǩƺǹ�
ǾȅȖƺǹ�șȠƺȠȣș�ȅǟ�ǦȣǾƺǿș�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ȣǿǩΚǓȖșǓঀ�2ǟ�ǦȣǾƺǿș�
ΛǓȖǓ�ǉƺȒƺǈǹǓ�ȅǟ�ǉȅǾǾǩȠȠǩǿǠ�ȠǦǓ�/ȅǹȅǉƺȣșȠॹ�ǩȠ�
șǓǓǾǓǏ�ǉǹǓƺȖ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓǾ�ȠǦƺȠ�ȠǦǓȖǓ�ǉȅȣǹǏ�ǈǓ�ǿȅ�(ȅǏॹ�
ǿȅ�ȣǹȠǩǾƺȠǓ�șȅȣȖǉǓ�ȅǟ�ǾȅȖƺǹ�ƺǿǏ�ȒǓȖșȅǿƺǹ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠ�
ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ȣǿǩΚǓȖșǓঀ�FȅȠǦǩǿǠॹ�ǩȠ�ΛȅȣǹǏ�șǓǓǾॹ�Λƺș�ȅȣȠ�
ȠǦǓȖǓ�Ƞȅ�șȠȅȒ�ȣș�ǟȖȅǾ�ǏȅǩǿǠ�ȅȣȖ�ΛȅȖșȠ�Ƞȅ�ǓƺǉǦ�
ȅȠǦǓȖঀ�vǦǓȖǓ�ȠǦǓǿ�ǉȅȣǹǏ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠ�ƺǿǏ�ǠȅȅǏǿǓșș�
ǓǾǓȖǠǓ�ǩǿ�ȠǦǓ�ΛȅȖǹǏঁ��ǿǏ�ǦȅΛ�ǉȅȣǹǏ�ΛǓ�ǟƺǉǓ�ȠǦǓ�
ƺΛǟȣǹ�ȖǓșȒȅǿșǩǈǩǹǩȠΡ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ȖƺǏǩǉƺǹ�ǟȖǓǓǏȅǾ�ΛǓ�
ǟȅȣǿǏ�ȅȣȖșǓǹΚǓș�ǩǿ�ȒȅșșǓșșǩȅǿ�ȅǟঁ�eǦǓǩȖ�șȠȖȣǠǠǹǓ�
ȅΚǓȖ�ȠǦǓ�ǠǓǿǓȖƺǹ�ȕȣǓșȠǩȅǿ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠǟȣǹǿǓșș�ȅǟ�
ȅȣȖ�ƺǉȠǩȅǿș�ǠǩΚǓș�ȣș�ƺǿ�ƺǿșΛǓȖ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ǾǓƺǿǩǿǠ�ȅǟ�
ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖǩǿǠঀ�
� eǦǓ�ƺǿșΛǓȖ�ȠǦƺȠ��ƺǾȣș�ȅАǓȖǓǏ�Λƺș�ǩǿ�ȅȣȖ�
ƺǉǷǿȅΛǹǓǏǠǩǿǠ�ƺǿǏ�ǓǾǈȖƺǉǩǿǠ�ȅȣȖ�șǩȠȣƺȠǩȅǿঀ��ƺǾȣș�
șƺΡș�ȠǦƺȠ�^ǩșΡȒǦȣșঢ়�ǟƺȠǓ�ǈǓǹȅǿǠș�Ƞȅ�ǦǩǾॹ�ǩǿ�ȠȣȖǿǩǿǠ�
ǈƺǉǷ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ȖȅǉǷॹ�ȖǓǉȅǠǿǩΦǩǿǠ�ȠǦǓ�ƺǈșȣȖǏǩȠΡ�ȅǟ�Ǧǩș�
ǉȅǿǏǩȠǩȅǿॹ�ΡǓȠ�ǩǿ�ǉȅǾǾƺǿǏ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ�ȅǿǹΡ�ȠǦǩǿǠ�ǦǓ�Ǧƺșॹ�
Ǧǩș�ǉǦȅǩǉǓॹ�Ǧǩș�Λǩǹǹॹ�Ǧǩș�ƺǉȠǩȅǿșঀ��ƺǾȣș�șƺΡșॹ�KǿǓ�
ƺǹΛƺΡș�ЙǿǏș�ȅǿǓঢ়ș�ǈȣȖǏǓǿ�ƺǠƺǩǿॹ�ƺǿǏॹ�ǦǓ�ǉȅǿǉǹȣǏǓș�
ȠǦƺȠ�ƺǹǹ�ǩș�ΛǓǹǹঀ�eǦǩș�ȣǿǩΚǓȖșǓ�ǦǓǿǉǓǟȅȖȠǦ�ΛǩȠǦȅȣȠ�ƺ�
ǾƺșȠǓȖ�șǓǓǾș�Ƞȅ�ǦǩǾ�ǿǓǩȠǦǓȖ�șȠǓȖǩǹǓ�ǿȅȖ�ǟȣȠǩǹǓঀ�eǦǓ�
șȠȖȣǠǠǹǓ�ǩȠșǓǹǟ�ȠȅΛƺȖǏ�ȠǦǓ�ǦǓǩǠǦȠș�ǩș�ǓǿȅȣǠǦ�Ƞȅ�Йǹǹ�ƺ�
Ǿƺǿঢ়ș�ǦǓƺȖȠঀ�KǿǓ�ǾȣșȠ�ǩǾƺǠǩǿǓ�^ǩșΡȒǦȣș�ǦƺȒȒΡঀ�
2Ƞ�ƺǹǾȅșȠ�șǓǓǾș�ƺș�ǩǟ��ƺǾȣș�ǦƺǏ�ǈȅȣǹǏǓȖǩǿǠ�ǩǿ�ǾǩǿǏ�
ΛǩȠǦ�^ǩșΡȒǦȣșॸ��ș�ǟȅȖ�ȠǦǩș�ǾΡȠǦॹ�ȅǿǓ�șǓǓș�ǾǓȖǓǹΡ�

THE BOULDERS CONTINUE...
For those of us who are thirsty for meaning, there is always another boulder. Here 
we see Vikas Agartha on Kung Fu Kitten, one of the many problems in Sonoma 
County with, alas, tenuous access issues. We’ve tried to explain to landowners 
that we need to climb in order to affirm the value of our choices – and in doing 
so – to achieve a unique transcendence of our plight in this world. However, they 
are rarely moved by such concerns.

“Your titanic 
accomplishment will be 

meaningless to everyone in 
a year, or a week, or in ten 
minutes. In the end, there’s 
really no point to getting 
on top. It’s a seemingly 

fruitless pursuit.”

 ·  ABSURDITY ABSURDITY  ·       


